





FOR THE 
LOVE OF 
MAKING 


The first brushstroke. The first word on 

paper. A good idea feels like running 

downhill fast. Wind against your skin, 
unable to stop your legs. Knowing you're 

onto something. Here's an ode to the 
artists, shakers, bakers, singers, dancers, 
free thinkers, teachers, learners, crafters, 

helpers, doodlers, risk takers and the 

curious souls who always want 


to know more. 





Unlikely 
Inspiration 
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Photo Alexandra Valenti. 
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Do You Take Lei Away?; That's Hula-rious! 
Model is wearing Aloha from OPI 


f W 19] @opi_products #OPIHawall 


Available exclusively at select salons, 
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I'm reading a book at the moment called This is the Story of a 
Happy Marriage by novelist and journalist Ann Patchett. Don't 
let the name fool you, this isn't some schmaltzy guide to life 
from the self-help aisle, it's a collection of non-fiction covering 
moments in Patchett's life, her thoughts on writing, and 

essays she's written for magazines on subjects like driving a 
Winnebago across the American West. 

When she focuses on writing, she credits her three college 
professors for opening her eyes to different aspects of being a writer — 
one teaches her the importance of not ignoring life, another to take risks 
with her work and the third to hoist up the pick and get on with it. To write 
and write and write and learn through doing. “What begins as something 
like a dream will in fact stay a dream forever unless you have the tools 
and discipline to bring it out," says Patchett. Which is true for anyone 
wanting to pursue any creative field or be top-notch at anything, really. 
It's all very well and good to have brilliant ideas but you need to get 
them down or do something with them. That's the hard part. And that's 
what ties all the creatives together in this issue; they're all dedicated and 
not afraid to push up their sleeves and get stuck in. From photographer 
Alexandra Valenti (who shot our cover) juggling the joy of shooting with 







Board rider, scientist, 
explorer and Waves 


the headache of constant admin, and Courtney Barnett writing, touring of Freedom founder 
and running her own record label, to Kim Baise working into the night Easkey Britton talks 
making papier-máché, and Yen photographer Lauren Bamford who surfing in Iran, p56. 


answered her ‘Unlikely Inspiration’ questions on the back of 17 days of 
shooting in a row. All impressive, no? 

Hopefully this issue inspires you to dedicate some time to whatever 
creative pursuit pulls you close and reminds you that it's not just about 
waiting for a muse or inspiration but getting stuck in and doing. 


Annie and the Yen team 


ED'S FAVES 
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Leah Goren small tiger dishes, $40 (each), leahgoren.com. Izola incense, $22,izola.com . Leif from Sephora body balm, $30, sephora.com.au. 
w The Black Vinyl vintage crystal print, $15.79, etsy.com/au/shop/TheBlackVinyl. Little Flowers daily bunch, $25, littieflowers.com.ou . 
















Autumn Winter 2015 
now in stores and online 


TIGHT 
OLOGY" 


www.tightology.com.au 








ALEXANDRA HAMPTON 


Yen Intern 


What was the last good idea 
you had? To make gnocchi 
completely from scratch, it was 
delicious. 


What makes you 
uncomfortable? My pet peeve 
is when people are blatantly 
rude to customer service staff. 
Get off your phone! 


What's your usual form of 
procrastination? | am the 
master of procrastination - it 
usually involves telling myself 

I can't finish said project until 

I have cleaned the entire 
apartment, done all my 
laundry, eaten a whole packet 
of Tim Tams and watched two 
episodes of House of Cards (at 
least). 


Who is your creative hero? I'm 
a big nerd, so probably J. К. 
Rowling. She created a world 
that is so magical and real that 
I still, at 22 years old, am in awe 
of completely. 
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SAMANTHA 
PATRIKOPOULOS 


Hair and make-up for 
‘Runaway’, p26, and 
‘Believers’, p86 


What was the last good idea 
you had? Cute homemade 
tattoos. 


What makes you 
uncomfortable? Close talkers. 


What's your usual form 

of procrastination? My 
procrastination knows no 
bounds; I'll do anything, 
anything... but generally 
beach adventures or some 
sort of YouTube/Tumbir/Google 
image trawl. 


Who is your creative hero? My 
friends and everyone | work 
with said to say them, which 
is totally true. Oh, and Bruce 
Weber. 





LIZ SCARF 


Yen Intern 


What was the last good idea 
you had? Just last night | found 
a three-week-old Malteser in 
between the cushions of my 
couch - and | decided not 

to eat it. Sometimes even the 
best ideas feel impossibly hard 
at the time. 


What makes you 
uncomfortable? Citrus-scented 
household cleaners and 
people who use the word 
‘literally’ when they ‘literally’ 
mean the exact opposite 


What's your usual form of 
procrastination? Podcasts. 
Unlike 99.9% of listeners 

who are drawn to the 

medium because you can 
multi-task, | use podcasts as 

a way to avoid all unwanted 
paperwork, exercise and social 
activities. 


Who is your creative hero? Dr. 
Seuss. Oh, the Places You'll 
Gol has provided me with an 
inflated sense of self-worth for 
the post two decades, 





KATE FITZPATRICK 


Wrote ‘Food on Film’, p114 


What was the last good idea 
you had? My good ideas are 
almost always when | decide 
to throw money at a problem 
— being skint often delivers a 
payoff of a different kind. 


What makes you 
uncomfortable? Personal 
space invaders. A friend found 


me a badge that says ‘You're 
standing too close 


What's your usual form of 
procrastination? My preferred 
technique is ‘research’. | 
regularly get lost in a Wikipedia 
abyss reading biographical 
information, and I've been 
known to swot up on the best 
tinned tomatoes, to avoid 
what I'm supposed to be 
doing. 


Who is your creative hero? 
Tina Fey. Probably my all-things 
hero. See: 'A Mother's Prayer 
for Her Daughter'. 
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LUCR 


1 was at the airport newsagency, looking for something to 
entertain me for my upcoming three-hour flight. Bored by the 
endless array of trashy gossip magazines, | reached for issue 73 
of Yen and it was the best decision of my life so far. | had been 
dreading the final three weeks of school holidays because all 
my friends were still away and | was stuck at home. But thanks to 
this magazine, the remainder of my holidays were filled with fun 
and wacky activities randomly selected from your '60 Days of 
Summer' article. | managed to complete 23 out of 60 and | had 
so much fun doing each of them. One of my favourites was the 
shibori because it turned out so well (I made a picnic blanket). 
So thank you for adding a dollop of fun into my previously 
boring holidays like jam into a delicious doughnut. 

Sophie 

Letter of the Issue 


HiYen, 

1 do apologise for ripping out a number of your beautiful pages, 
but I just couldn't resist putting them up on my bedroom wall 

to admire all day long. I think they needed to be out in the 
open air on display, inspiring my creativity, rather than being 
suffocated inside a magazine. But Yen, I'd also like to thank you 
for motivating me to get off my bum and do something good 
and life-changing, because | would not be embracing my inner 
funky style without you. 

Elise. 


Ola Yen, 

Thanks for coincidentally releasing an adventure issue 
considering my last two months have been full of road trips 
(ending in Darwin, Cairns and Melbourne, respectively), moving 
house, finishing school, starting university and missing my first of 
probably many flights. Despite my crazy adventure, I'm midway 
through your last FKA Twigs-adorned issue, waiting in an airport 
(after missing said flight) and the world seems right. You've 
grounded me in more ways than one; I'm definitely no Sylvia 
Earle and I'm definitely not making documentaries in Uganda 
but you've shown me that any adventure - no matter what 
goes wrong or right - can bring new experiences, friends, sights, 
stories and fooood. | can't even begin to fathom how you 
conjure such magic to fill these pages but you feel like an old, 
wise, advice-giving sister and | will never regret the day | picked 
up this moral compass of a magazine. 

Jess 








LETTER OF THE ISSUE 
The Letter of the Issue winner 
receives a $400 Celeste 
Tesoriero voucher. An 
Australian label that makes 
beautiful jewellery and 
apparel, see the full range at 
celestetesoriero.com. 

Next fime this could be you. Send an 
email to letlers@yenmag.net 

or pick up a pen and see what your 
handwriting is like, hello old friend. 
Post your thoughts to: Yen Magazine 
Letters, Locked Bag 5555, St Leonards, 
NSW, 1590, Australia. 


Dearest Yen 

Lam a girl who knows what she wants and this Christmas, there 
was only one thing on my wish list. Yes Yen, it was you. Thankfully 
my good behaviour paid off this year and Santa (thanks, Mum) 
delivered the goods. Truly a gift that keeps on giving, a Yen 
subscription will keep the spring in my step and the sparkle in my 
eye all year round. 


Lauren 


Lovely Yen, 

After buying a coffee and scowling at the humongous line of 
people waiting for Messina ice-cream, | managed to stumble 
upon your magazine in a cute, run-down little newsagency. At first 
| was sort of surprised that a place like this would even stock you, 
but then I saw FKA Twigs on the cover and knew that | needed 
to buy you immediately. | have to say what a great decision that 
was – felt a bit like a cheating wife because | wouldn't normally 
buy you compared to my other magazine, but (not promising 
anything), | feel like buying — having — more of you. Thanks for the 
great time. 

Poppy 





Ж LITTLE 
"SYDNEY 


Saturday 4 & 11 April 2015 





Little Sydney is racing's newest and most sought after pop up food event held at 
The Championships across two consecutive Saturdays, 4 and 11 April, at the world 
renowned Royal Randwick. 


Offering extraordinary food and wine, Little Sydney promises a gourmet experience designed 
by celebrity chefs from China Doll, Chiswick and Icebergs. Plus, guests can mix and mingle in a 
lively central enclave by Keystone's Gazebo. 


This is the social event of the season, so book today to experience the thrill of world-class racing 
within glamorous marquees moments from the track. 


Limited tickets remaining, reserve your place at theraces.com.au/littlesydney 
#LittleSydney 


ClunaDoll C HI SWICK GAZEBO 


ICEBERGS ... 


DINING! 





AURA 


If your cartoon character 
quilt cover is starting to feel 
like a painful joke, it might 
be time for something a little 
more classic. Allow Aura by 
Tracie Ellis homewares to 
guide you with its geometric 
shapes, stripes and bold 
prints, guaranteed to neaten 
up a room faster than Mary 
Poppins. The best part is 
whoever you share your bed 
with — boyfriends, girlfriends, 
laptop - all will be impressed 
by your new tasteful choice. 
aurahome.com.au . 





BOSE 

We're not saying we're 
vain (just never get 
between us and a mirror) 
but there's nothing worse 
than having to walk 
around with ridiculously 
large headphones like 
you're a DJ from the '90s. 


Good thing Bose has 
created a pair that are 
small but don't sacrifice 
í sound quality or comfort. 
Behold the Bose Soundlink 


On-Ear headphones 
($329) from bose.com.au. 


OPI 


Denial might be the first stage of grieving but we're not giving up 
summer without a fight. We've got on our lei, we're sipping a Mai 

Tai and goddammit we are wearing open-toe shoes all winter just 

so we can gaze down at our toes, decked out in ОР!'$ new Hawaii 
range, and dream of where we'd rather be. Pick from tropical colours 
with pun-tastic names like That's Hula-rious!, Aloha From OPI, and 
Pineapples Have Peelings Too! See the full range at opi.com. 





a VOLCOM 
} H АМ\УА| | This autumn, Volcom has teamed up with local artist, 
ГА typographer, brand ambassador and all-round swell 


gal, Gemma O'Brien. You might know her better as her 
Instagram persona @mrseaves101. Not only can she twirl 
а реп like nobody's business, she ain't too bad at this 
modelling malarky, wearing the Props jumpsuit above 
($89.99). Go to volcom.com.au for the rest of the range or 
just to heavily stalk the impressive list of ambassadors. 





DAVID LYNCH 


Been trying to work out the twisted mind of director David Lynch since Mulholland | 
Drive kept you up all night? Take a number pal. To get one step closer, head to the David 
Lynch: Between Two Worlds exhibition at Queensland's Gallery of Modern Art. On from 14 


March - 7 June, 2015, it showcases hundreds of his works split into three themes: man and 
machine, the extra-ordinary, and psychic aches. More info at gagoma.qíd.gov.au. 





CHARLIE AND BLAIR 


Nothing says ‘I'm a grown-ass adult who can take care of myself’ quite 


like handmade tableware. Blurring the lines between art and functionality, 
Charlie and Blair has created pieces that are practical but still interesting. Be 


entranced by the full spread at charlieandblair.com. 





CONVERSE 

Take in the sneakers that 
are immune to going out 
of fashion. Whether you're 
road tripping to Splendour, 
jumping on a plane for 
your next holiday or just 
heading to the movies, 
Chucks are a no-brainer. 
Head to converse.com.au 
to see more. 
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YEN HEARTS 





FAIR SPIRITS 

Striving for minimal impact on 
the environment, Fair Spirits 

is doing everything it can to 
make sure the only thing you 
feel guilty about on Sunday 
morning is the Ricky Martin 
song you requested. Twice. 
Not into rum? There's also a 
quinoa vodka and more in the 
range, go tofairspirits.com , 


TIGHTOLOGY 

Thanks to grandparents everywhere socks and tights 
have got a notoriously bad rap. The folks at Tightology 
have made it their business to squash this by making 
pairs that embrace bold patterns, exciting colours 
and are just fun. Go to tightology.com.au to add 
some life to your wardrobe this autumn. 


AURORA CAMPBELL 


If you're at the pool and hear the 
scratch of pen on paper, suck it in — 
you're about to be an artwork. 


What were you like as a kid? A little brat. | have three big brothers 
who | couldn't compete with in games or sport, so | preferred to 
hang out on the sideline and draw. 


What did you like to draw then? My mum did me a drawing of 
this awesome princess when | was four. | became fixated on the 
drawing and kept trying to re-create it. All| drew for like 12 years 
was this female figure, which evolved and grew with me. She 
would eventually take the form of a man, or an animal, or even 
an inanimate object. So, as a kid | would just draw lone women. 
Maybe it's because | wanted sisters so bad. 


What do you like to draw now? Still people. l'm a little bit 
voyeuristic and appreciate people in their most unguarded state. 


What was your favourite part of creating your Pool People series? 
Having a good excuse to spend every day lounging around at 
the pool. | became really dedicated to the cause, as if it was my 
full-time profession; scrounging $2.50 to pay entry was my biggest 
challenge of the day. It was beautiful. 


What was your favourite poolside moment? Gauging people's 
different reactions when they realise they are being drawn. Some 
people lap it up, kind of casually posing, ‘presenting themselves’, if 
you will. Everyone else looked kind of pissed off... 


Do you listen to music while you work? Who are your favourites? 
Aww shit yeah! The Violent Femmes, Prince, Talking Heads. 





What do you look for in a subject? I'm most attracted to body 
language. It speaks to me the most and capturing it on paper is a 
way of properly absorbing that person. 


Where is your happy place? The Northern Territory. It's so real 
there. It's a reality check, especially compared to living in 
Melbourne. | love that place, it's an inspiration in its own right. 


What's some good advice? | think that your artwork is one of the 
few things that is truly yours. It's crucial to be stubborn artistically 

if you feel good about where you're heading. If you are being 
forced as an artist into a direction you don't want to go, then your 
work stops being yours, and that is really heartbreaking. 


Describe a personal hell... Pub crawls. 


What are you excited about next? A series of really sweet 
paintings I'm working on called Pussy Portraits. | have been 
painting many, many labia lately. Also a new comic | just 
finished with a friend called Тһе Job Seeker Guide". It's about 
the joys of Centrelink. 4 


See more of Campbell's work at instagram.com/arawr4. 








This French photographer convinces 
couples to let her document their love. 
Eeew, not in that way, you creep. 


What's your favourite thing to take photos of? | have a weakness 
for the naked body, on a bed, near a window with the early 
morning sunlight. Light is my first model, it is an essential element. 


Is photography your full-time job?! work full-time in advertising 
but | just gave in my resignation so that | can finally take photos 
as much as possible and have time to build real projects. Up until 
now, | was only taking a few pictures on the weekend and when 
I could. 


What is love to you? | think deep love is that thing that takes you 
to the edge when you look at the one you love, and you tell 
yourself that if you lose it, life will collapse. 


How do you find the couples? They're friends, acquaintances or 
people who contact me through my Facebook page. 


How do you make them comfortable in front of the camera? | 


don't take pictures right away, | have a beer or coffee with them 
beforehand ond talk and relax. They'll tell me their story 


What makes you smile? Animals. When | walk down the street and 
I've got the blues, | simply need to meet a dog to smile again. 


What makes you frown? Baseless hatred of people. People who 
do nothing with their lives and criticise at all costs. Instead of 


spending their time venting their hatred, they should spend their 
time trying to do things 


Who creatively inspires you? | really love the photography in 
Terrence Malick's films and movies like Amour, Alabama Monroe, 
Crazy Heart. Music helps me a lot. | listen to a lot of folk - Roo 
Panes, Johnny Flynn, Leonard Cohen, Johnny Cash and more 
rock, like Jack White, Graveyard, Black Lips. 


See more of Chalard's work at chalard-maud.tumblr.com. 
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Karen Walker 


jumper, $231. 





House of Cards 
pants, $139. 
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FASHION slides, 


$34.95. Lucy Mcintosh 


cropped 
blouse, $170. 
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Attention: this is your wardrobe drill 
commander. Acquire some khaki, now. 


Sol Sana 


$219.95. 


SZ 
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Zara top, $45.95. 
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Tby Wang‏ 


| from Incu 
\ 1 shorts, 
\ 4 $335. 


Andrea Jiapei Li 
Fall/Winter 15. 
Left: Romance — 
was Born, Bush 

‘Magic 2015. 





Abrand overalls, 
$129.95. Skin and 
Threads T-shirt, $88. 
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fineliner 





Ə STAEDTLER р 


triplus fineliner 


ergonomic triangular barrel 
for relaxed and easy writing 


30 brilliant colours 


® STAEDTLER’ 


your inspiration! 
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Melinda 
Young from 
Pieces of 
Eight Gallery 
necklace, 
$280. 





House 
of Cards 
pants, $149. 
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® STAEDTLER gaffa 


OVER $25,000 WORTH OF PRIZES! 


LAST YEAR'S WINNER, CLAUDIA NICHOLSON. 





YEN STAEDTLER ART AWARDS ARE BACK! 


On your marks, get set, go... start working on your entry as we look for the best and brightest arty talent. The competition is open 27 
November, 2014 - 8 May, 2015 and will culminate in an exhibition of the winner and runners-up at Gaffa in Sydney on 11 June, 2015. 


FIRST PRIZE 


Two-week solo exhibition at Gaffa 
Inclusion in the group exhibition 

1! June - 22 June, 2015 

$550 STAEDTLER art pack 

$500 Leonard St. clothing voucher 
$500 cash prize from Yen/nextmedia 
$500 Bloomsbury book bundle 

$600 Art Series Hotel 2-night package 
$500 Grown Alchemist beauty pack 
$475 Vans pack 

Reid vintage ladies 7-speed classic bike 
Madman DVD pack 


19 RUNNERS-UP 

* $70 STAEDTLER art pack 

* Inclusion in the group exhibition 
11 June - 22 June, 2015 

* Madman DVD pack 

* Alchemy Produx candle 

* 1-year subscription to Yen 


PEOPLE'S CHOICE 
Vote for your favourite by heading to 


yenmag.net/artaward 


* $250 STAEDTLER art pack 
* Inclusion in the group exhibition 


* 1-year subscription to Yen 


TO ENTER 


You must be female 
and aged between 
18 - 35 years old. 
Head to yenmag.net/ 
artaward to upload 
your artwork and 
see the full T&Cs. The 
first successful 250 
entrants win a tin of 


2 
© 

5 * Alchemy баш candle 11 June - 22 June, 2015 STAEDTLER sketching 
3 "year subscription to Yen anda і * Madman DVD pack pencils valued at 

2 double-page spread in the magazine * Alchemy Produx candle $22.95. 

5 195; 


Converse x 
Heavenly 4 N John Varvatos 


pen 4 sneakers, $150. 
1994. 


* 


Isabel Marant 
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pants, $180. | 


Alice in the Eve from General 
Pants Co. jumper, $89.95. 
Leonard St. 
dress, $150. ; 
\ S Phoenix 
\ E Keating 
- \ skirt, 
Lonely bra, \ \ $399. 
$100, and \ { ManiaMania 
briefs, $57. Й сум, $260. 
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„I YENMAG. NET 


FOLLOW US on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and PER @yenmag. 





SIR the Label 

top, $130. Storeroom 
Vintage from General 
Pants Co. jeans, $90. 


Rolla's jacket, 
$149.95. SIR the Label 
top, $140. Maison 
Scotehjears. $297.95. 
VOT. T-shirt, $59.99. 
Zoe Karssen jeans, 
$169.95. Rolla's top, 
$69.95 (around waist). 
Bassike x Petite Grand 


bracelet, $165 (worn 
throughout). Adidas 
trainers, $99.95. 
Natalie Marie earring, 
$110, and ring, $180 
(worn throughout). 
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HAIR & MAKE-UP SAMANTHA PATRIKOPOULOS. MODEL CHLOE WORTHINGTON (JAZ DALY MANAGEMENT). 














This poge Rolla's 
jacket, $179.95. Neuw 
Denim jeans, $159.95. 
Neon Hart from 
General Pants Co. 
tank, $39.95. Dont Ask 
Amanda from General 
Pants Co. bralette, 
$39.95. Adidas trainers, 


jeans. $149.95. New 





SANTELL MART 


Her trusty Converse are a map to her mind and her artworks. 


MAIN PHOTO BEX WADE 





Shantell Martin's creative world doesn't close up shop once she 
steps out of the studio or packs up her paints. Her art and her 
everyday are intrinsically linked, from her monochrome bedroom 
walls to the Converse on her feet - all have received a little bit 
of Martin's marker magic. Example A: the Converse above, a 
thoughtful gift from a friend. Now they're not just sneakers; 
they're an ever-changing blank canvas, an extension of Martin's 
creative energy. 

“They were actually blue and, as you can see, that's not really 
my thing, so | painted them white and drew on them. The best 
thing is that now when they get really dirty | just add another layer 
of paint and draw on them. I'm guessing there are about seven 
layers on this pair. Also now they are pretty much rain proof.” 

In just over a year these babies have seen the sights, no 
occasion too big or small. “I've worn them to weddings in San 
Francisco, to MIT Media Lab in Boston, to my studio in downtown 
New York, to see family back in London.” 

The London-born, New York-based Martin has been gaining 
a name for herself in the creative scene with her stream of 
consciousness art that sees her favourite words and sayings 
splashed alongside languid line work. Not one to be restricted to 
canvases, Martin regularly draws before an audience and likes 
to make her mark on walls, people and whatever else she finds 


lying around. "I've drawn on mostly the everyday objects. | feel 
that the simple act of drawing on such normal items creates an 
interesting and unusual experience within itself.” Pressed for what 
object is still on the dream list to draw on, she says, "I really enjoy 
drawing on objects that move so perhaps a nice helicopter, white 
horse, a plane, and hey, why not, even a NASA spacecraft.” 

At the moment Martin's days are divided between drawing 
and teaching. She leads a class at ITP/NYU called Drawing on 
Everything, which is a mixture of drawing and performance. “I'm 
a visiting scholar at MIT Media Lab, and a fellow at the Brown 
Institute for Media Innovation at Columbia University. I'm slowly 
getting a plan together to open a coffee shop in New York next 
year, preparing for a few residencies later in the year and having 
people over for studio visits." Got all that? Good. 

A moving canvas, Martin's Converse are a celebration of 
her art and who she is, and she uses them to communicate to 
those around her. It seems to be working. “People are always 
commenting on them,” says Martin. "I write notes to the world 
on them like ‘Read a book’, ‘Be пісе" or ‘I'm watching you’ and 
random people will repeat these back to me.” 


See the full range of Converse at converse.com.au. For more 
of Martin's work head to shantellmartin.com. 
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This self-taught graphic designer 
spends his days sketching words and 
adding to his travel album. 


WORDS ANNIE SEBEL PHOTOS ADAM BARLOW & FARRAH ALLAN 


Remember those heady days of working out your signature? 
Page upon page of your notebook dedicated to perfecting the 
scrawl of your name. Over and over until the pen ran dry. Is this 
one too kiddy? Will people respect me with a heart for the dot of 
an "2 Needs to be more loopy. Just the right amount of legibility. 
Until the RSI set in and you'd left a carbon footprint from paper 
wastage. But you got there. And you haven't changed it since. If 
you thought you were obsessive, you have nothing on the black 
belt lettering of Adam Barlow - a graphic designer, typographer, 
photographer and travel blogger. As a kid, all his attention was 
directed to the written word. “For some reason | was obsessed 
with handwriting. | think | may have changed my handwriting style 
three times, or more, before | was 18.” 

With no formal training, Barlow taught himself by scouring 
through the history of typography and drawing inspiration from 
what was around him. "I love the practice of putting my own 
spin on an ancient art form," says Barlow. “I also enjoy exploring 
the rich history of lettering and typography - there's so much 
eye candy out there." The Barlow school of graphic design has 
fared him well; these days he's busy with branding for businesses, 
custom lettering and illustrations for clothing companies. It's 
also given him the flexibility to indulge his love of travel and 
start, alongside his wife, his travel blog Our Life in Transit. "Initially 
I launched the blog to keep our family and friends informed 
about our travels and adventures. | also wanted an outlet 
for my photography and design while we were on the road. 
Somewhere along the way we got a bit of a following, this wasn't 
an aspiration in any way, shape, or form, however I really enjoy 
being able to inspire people to step out of their comfort zone 
and see the world." His favourite destination so far has been 
Switzerland - “the landscape is beautiful, mountainous and green. 
The architecture is so simple, and organic" - and top of the next- 
visit list is Iceland. For those having a spot of envy thinking, ‘What 
am I doing with my life?', Barlow says it's about evaluating what's 
important to you. “Go now! | meet so many people who elevate 
travel to this unrealistic, lofty, unattainable, extreme lifestyle, 
when in reality, if you're prepared to make it a priority, you'll be 
globetrotting before you know И. 


More at donalddesign.com.au and ourlifeintransit.tumbir.com. 
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What do people think you do? What do you actually do? 
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PAPER 
AND PASIE 


Lie back and enjoy hanging worlds 
inspired by rainbows, mountains, stars 
and psychedelic sixties tunes. 


WORDS ANNIE SEBEL ART KIM BAISE 


Pop quiz. You've just moved house, you want to get creative but 
there's not much in the way of supplies. What do you do? No 
number of MacGyver episodes will help you. And taking a nap in 
the packing paper won't bring on any lucid ‘inspiration’ dreams. 
With no art supplies at hand you're in a craft predicament that 
can only be solved by the wisdom of these lyrics: if you can't be 
with the one you love, love the one you're with. Love the one 
you're with is exactly what Kim Baise did. "When my youngest son 
was born, | wanted to make a mobile for him. We had moved four 
or five times that year and the only things | could find unpacked 
around the apartment were newspapers, cardboard boxes and 
flour and water. | made him a mobile with little houses that | hung 
from a branc 

That first mobile was the catalyst for a new career path. Baise 
had studied drawing, sculpture, printmaking and installation and 
received a master's degree in studio art from New York University 
but never had any formal papier-mäche classes. As soon as she 
started it felt right. "I love that the process is simple and supplies 
are minimal, anyone can do it. | also love working with my hands 
to form shapes with paper, it's relaxing and satisfying.” 

In the five years she's been on the papier-mäche train 
she's made custom pieces as well as got her work stocked in 
stores dotted around the world. She divides her time between 
her own concoctions and custom work. "I love taking custom 
requests because some of the customer ideas are so wacky and 
challenging,” says Baise. "| also continue to create my own pieces. 
1 Же to keep it 50/50." Wearing the sash for funniest piece is "an 8lb 
can of Blue Star chicken [that's a whole chicken in a can, folks]. It 
turned out cool, like pop art, a Warhol Campbell's soup can." 

For Baise the pleasure isn't just in the paper wrangling or 

the prospect of kooky custom orders but also in "meeting and 
connecting with some of the most awesome people from all over 
the world who really enjoy and ‘get’ what art's all about." # 





See more of Baise's work at jikits.blogspot.com. 





HOMEMADE 


Delicate twigs, constellations, dots and moons - artist Miso has turned her talented 
hands to a new skill, inking those around her with homemade tattoos. 


PHOTOS STANISLAVA PINCHUK & HANA DAVIES 














When and how did you get into home tattooing? It started 
when my best friend bought his first machine. He's a really great 
tattooist, and self-taught. And it was so exciting to be around 
that, watching him figure it out and get better and better. 
Looking back on it, it felt kind of inevitable that I'd pick it up. 


Who did you learn from? All from him, really. We see each other 
about three times a day, and he's also between Melbourne and 
Tokyo О lot, so there's a ot of shoptalk wherever we оге. 


How long does the average tattoo take to complete? The drawing 
and planning process really varies. | always set aside a whole 
night for each tattoo. It's important to me that it's relaxed, we 
can eat dinner and drink and hang out in my studio, talk in 
between drawing and fitting it; so the actual tattooing pretty 
much ends up being 15 minutes in the end. It's pretty different to 
à shop process, much more relaxed. 


You like to trade for tattoos, what are some of the things you've 
received? So many things. Usually artwork... lots of artwork. 
Clothes, dinners, photography work. house plants. jewellery, 
ceramics, whiskey, assistant work, furniture, help moving, tailoring, 
bathroom haircuts, web maintenance, books... all sorts! Recently, 
an archaeologist gave me a really beautiful 25,000-year-old tree 
гоо! that had been fossilised by sand, which was pretty special 


Have you got any tattoos? Yes, of course. None of my own. | 

think it’s really difficult to live with your own work when you're 

an artist. Maybe I'll feel differently one day, but not just yet. So 
they're mainly little symbols and glitchy things from friends, mainly 
from my best friend. 


What do you love about home tattooing? Everything! | love the 
intimacy, and | love the adrenaline. My studio work takes me 
along time, and it's so wonderful to put an evening aside and 
do something really permanent, really quickly. | love doing an 
artwork that is carried with that friend forever - its so different to 
making artworks that go into collectors’ homes or into museum 
storage. It's a nice contrast, and | feel lucky to have it in my lite. 


How do you pick who gets one of your tattoos? Friends only! 





Do you see this as an extension of your art? | feel like it's getting 
there, and it is getting closer and closer to my practice 

as an artist... but I'm just not sure yet how and when. But it'll 
get there. 


Who or what taught you the most about art? Instead of going to 
art school, | ended up getting a degree in philosophy and art 
history and | think it really taught me so much about being an 
artist, in this really roundabout way. | feel really indebted every 
day to the things I learned then, so | think that might have to be 
my answer. But I'm also really lucky to have a few really good 
artists and friends in my life, who have a lot of really good advice 
in them, especially when | phone in a crisis. 


What would you never want tattooed on you? Most things! I'm 
actually really particular about what | would have on me, despite 
the fact that I've never, ever planned any of my tattoos. They've 
all been totally on-the-spot decisions 


How does your Ukrainian heritage work its way into your art? It 
comes and goes, | suppose. It's a huge part of my identity, but 
maybe not always in my art practice. | had a big show last year, 
live-mapping the civil war in Eastern Ukraine over six months. Every 
morning, updating the mapping from every news source I had. It 
was the hardest show "уе made, there's a lot of anger, and a lot 
of sadness, so it felt inevitable that | made a show about it. 


Your tattoos are beautifully minimal; what's one area of your 
life where you are not a minimalist? l'm so minimal but with 
definite exceptions for occumulating books and ridiculous 
stacks of jewellery. 


What else are you working on? This morning, I'm laying out the 
book proofs for a project of really funny Tokyo sculptures I've been 
making with my boyfriend, opening in March with Hugo Michell 
Gallery. I'm getting together ideas for a show and publishing 
project in Paris mid-year, and making a start on my September 
show with Karen Woodbury in Melbourne. $ 


See more of Miso's work at m-i-s-o.com and purchase her Tattoos 
& Polaroids zine at miso.bigcartel.com. 
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LENE OF THE GRIME 


Behind these seemingly sweet paintings lies a much darker story. 


WORDS SINEAD STUBBINS 


Twenty-five years ago, David Lynch asked the question ‘Who 
killed Laura Palmer?" but it didn't really matter. What was 
genuinely chilling about the cult-classic TV show Twin Peaks was 
how someone as pure and good as a small-town prom queen 
could be caught up in something so unwholesome. Artists have 
always been obsessed with the threat lurking beneath the tranquil 
facade, that if you dig beneath the perfectly manicured lawns of 
the suburbs you will always uncover some slithering, slimy horror. 
Lynch showed us that the perfection of the American dream was 
a front for something much more disturbing. 

Uncovering the homicidal malice hiding behind the shiny 
exterior is all artist Airco Caravan seems to think about - judging 
by her work, at least. “1 wonder sometimes why it is," she says, 
laughing. \y daddy wasn't a killer." The Dutch painter and 
mixed-media artist revels in macabre stories in her series Crime 
Scene, a collection of eerily calm paintings of hotel and motel 
rooms where gruesome deaths have taken place. In one, a 
motel in Seattle with dusty pink wallpaper, two teenagers viciously 
murdered a 47-year-old man. In another in Maryland, one man 
fractured another's skull with a chair leg among daisy print 
bedspreads. A 26-year-old man stabbed his father in a well-lit 
room with bright yellow armchairs. Every meticulously detailed 
death in Crime Scene actually happened. 

Although much of her work is concerned with American 
stories, Caravan lives in Amsterdam and only visits New York for a 
few months a year to study art. “If you lived there it would be a 
bit too busy,” she says. "A bit too overwhelming.” Talking with the 
softly spoken Caravan, it's easy to forget about the terrible scenes 





she paints (although interestingly only one painting, in which a 
woman stabs her partner with a steak knife, features blood). She 
doesn't seem like someone who spends a lot of time imagining 
violent deaths. 

Caravan's series began when she noticed how casually 
murder was being reported on the news. “Horrible things like the 
IS are in my head all the time. The beheadings... it's horrible," she 
says. “It freaks me out that people are so happy to kill each other. 
I don't understand it." 

Crime Scene is far more disturbing for what you don't see. 
Reading the descriptions forces you to imagine each incident 
happening blow-by-blow on the canvas. It's easy to see why the 
subject interested Caravan. Whether we like to admit it or not, 
most humans have a morbid fascination with crime and murder. 
There's a reason why This American Life's ‘whodunnit’ Serial 
podcast is the fastest downloaded podcast in iTunes history; we 
can't help but be interested in the motivations behind horrible 
crimes. "| think | was already fascinated by murder for years," 
Caravan says. "After a crime has been committed the room is still 
there. It just looks like an ordinary motel room. But what does it do 
to your view when you know what happened there?" 

Before she put paint to canvas, Caravan researched 
extensively, spending late nights looking up online newspaper 
archives detailing horrific stories and occasionally getting lost 
reading trails of articles about specific deaths. When it came time 
to create Crime Scene, she often worked from photographs and 
infused her own colour palette into the spaces. 

In the same way as David Lynch's Twin Peaks, Crime Scene 





o 


YEN 


‘CREATIVE 





Suicide by Gun 


| ' шит 





Boyfriend Held in Motel Killing Fractured Skull 








Lifeless Bodies of Two Children 


is menacing because it is such a familiar setting - the '70s-style 
swirling print wallpaper; the kind of plain, blinding white 
lampshades that you'd find in everyone's family home; that 
short, dense carpet. It's hard to imagine anything unexpected 
happening in these artificial, suburban spaces. Caravan says 
that as a child growing up in Europe she was fascinated by these 
sort of rooms, particularly as that kind of comfort symbolised 

the American dream. "Having a big house, a colour TV and a 
car, being happy with a vacuum cleaner... Those images were 
already in my head," she says. “Maybe it's the nostalgic feeling 

I have for those kind of rooms. I'm wondering myself." More 

than the murders themselves, Caravan seems interested in the 
aftermath and the way that these shared spaces continue to 

be used, despite the horrendous events that took place there. In 
another series called 100 Murders, she photographs innocuous 
footpaths in New York where people have been killed. “Other 
people just walk all over it, having fun, being a tourist, whatever," 
she says. “But somebody actually died there." The gore aspect 

is of no interest to Caravan, suggesting that the deadly themes 
of her work are more a way to navigate the violence she sees 

in the world, than of exploitation. She also seems bewildered 
that murder keeps cropping up in her art. “I'm not sure what 

I'm doing!” she says. “I'm a peaceful person.” In a way it makes 
sense, someone who despises violence choosing to unpack it 
and question the human cost of it all. Crime Scene is just as much 


about everyday life as it is about death. “[My work] is always 
about religion, freedom, emancipation, fear... it's always the 
struggle between those things,” Caravan says. “Murder is about 
fear and power, but also love. The basic emotions everybody lives 
with. And a lot of things that happen can be brought back to 
those basic contradictions.” 

There were times during the creation of Crime Scene that 
Caravan had to work through her discomfort. One story involving 
two deceased children and another with two adults overdosing 
from a cocktail of prescription and non-prescription drugs at а ‘pill 
party’ ("I had never heard anything like that — you're crazy when 
you start doing that.”) particularly disturbed her. And yet she also 
says that more than any other series she's done, Crime Scene is 
the one that she will revisit and contribute to in coming years. 

Until she once again re-enters the seedy, blood-soaked 
underbelly of the American dream, Caravan has a new aim - 
actually staying in the hotel and motel rooms around America 
that had her googling homicides into the small hours. From her 
house in Amsterdam, Caravan wondered if these rooms “reflect 
[their] past”, and now she's intent on finding that out for herself. It 
sounds straight out of a David Lynch film: a European artist going 
on a murder tour of America. “It's one of my plans," she says. "I 
think | would love it!" $ 


See more of the series at aircocaravan.com. 
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UNUKELY INSPIRAT 


Don't dismiss the everyday as b-o-r-i-n-g, you never know where an idea may 
come from. The proof? These three photographers and their unusual muses. 


Beer & Flowers 


by Lauren Bamford 


When did inspiration hit? Inspiration hit while | was on a road trip 
from Broome WA to Darwin NT, through the guts of the Kimberley. 
1 was shooting for a show I had the following month, 'Vocation 
Vacation', which was essentially a documentation of the trip itself. 
There were many hours of staring out the car window on that 
drive, and something that always catches my eye is the native 
flowers and weeds that grow in different areas. | think | made my 
husband pull over so | could pick some, and | stuck them in my 
water bottle to stay alive. Seeing them in the water bottle made 
me consider alternative vessels for flowers. | had seen the Emu 
Export can at the bottle shop - I'd never seen or heard of it prior 
- and it seemed to be the most common beer being purchased 
up that way. | thought it would be a good way of uniting two 
things that were unique to the area. I sold the photograph to a 
Melbourne artist, Alice Oehr, and she emailed: 'Do you have any 
more like this?’ At the time | was on a holiday in Hobart, Tasmania. 
It was spring and absolutely everything was in bloom. That's what 
gave me the idea to create more and turn it into a series. 


What do you love about the combo of beer and flowers? They 
are a very unlikely pair, but can be really striking when combined. 
The colours of the flowers meeting the different designs of the 
beer cans. Plus, it's seasonal. Shooting in the USA in autumn had 
its challenges, as there weren't as many flowers around. But I think 
that adds another layer of interest. 


What do you think is the best photo you've ever taken? This is 
impossible to answer, how dare you make me try! | really can't 
answer this, as my perception of what I consider to be 'the best" 
changes so much. I feel like | take the best photos when | am on 
the road, shooting freestyle, of anything that grabs my eye. 


What do you like to do when you're not taking photos? | love 
working with clay and creating things that we can use at home. 
Г also like to sew clothes. Printing in my darkroom. I have a lot of 
hobbies, and they all seem to require a lot of stuff, space and all 
make a mess. However, | don't seem to have time to do any of 
them these days, so they are all boxed up waiting for me. 


What's your weakness? Wine, linen, dresses and cheese. 


What was the last thing to make you laugh? My husband Keith 
cracks me up daily. He and | share a unique brand of humour 
that we are both so used to, it sometimes doesn't translate outside 
our walls. We listen to a podcast called The Sweetest Plum, which 
| find hilarious and so enjoyable to listen to while whiling away the 
hours editing photos. 


What's something we may not expect about you? I'm pretty 
open and upfront, so | really don't think I'm hiding anything that 
interesting. | always wanted to be the quiet, cool, mysterious 
girl at school, but | couldn't last half an hour before blurting out 
nonsense and carrying on like an idiot. I've grown to accept it! 


Where do you go or what do you do when you need inspiration? 
Small towns, road trips, any kind of travel inspires me. Just take me 
somewhere new! 


Which creative do you admire? | love Jessilla Rogers’ ceramics. 
She has a great talent for colour palettes and patterns that look 


really fresh. 


See more of Bamford's work at laurenbamford.com. 
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Kelp & Ice 


by Mark Yaggie 


When did inspiration hit? | had recently moved from southern 
California to New England. It was my first winter and | had been 
exploring the coastline. | stumbled upon this phenomenon of 
seawater freezing at high tide, cracking over the kelp as the tide 
receded and then melting when the sun moved over the scene. 
| just thought it made for some great compositions. 


Where was the series photographed? All these images were 
made on the shores of a little island in Casco Bay, which surrounds 
the city of Portland, Maine. 


What do you love about the combo of kelp and ice? | really like 
the graphic nature of the images and | love that it's all shot on 
film. | got to use my big old cameras for this series and I'm always 
stoked to use traditional equipment. 


What do you think is the best photo you've ever taken? | don't 
know about the best... | like a lot of the work | made studying 
southern Californian tract housing and sprawl. There's a picture | 
made of a lone black dog popping up over a fence, in a sea of 
pink stucco houses, that people seem to like a lot. 


What do you like to do when you're not taking photos? When I'm 
not taking pictures I'm usually trying to get paid [laughs]. | enjoy 
being outdoors, and I've been surfing for about 20 years. So that 
takes up a lot of my free time if | let it. 


What's your weakness? I'm a perfectionist and that hinders 


me sometimes. I've learned to let go and let good images just 
happen but my instinct is to want to get "perfect shots", which 
aren't always the best shots, y'know. 


What was the last thing to make you laugh? | saw a couple of 
drunk guys having a snowball fight outside my office today, that 
was pretty hilarious. 


What's something we may not expect about you? | am a pretty 
awesome gardener... but maybe you would expect that, | don’t 
know. | like plants more than people most of the time actually 
[laughs]. 


Where do you go or what do you do when you need inspiration? 
Into the woods. Yeah, the outdoors around 4:30pm in the 
afternoon, that usually does the trick. 


Which creative do you admire? Oh | admire any creative that 
can constantly generate good work, grow and evolve their vision 
and not get too in love with themselves. Being humble is key. 


What are you working on at the moment? |'m shooting a lot of 
street scenes in Portland, Maine right now - winter is full blast 
and although cold, it makes for some great images. It's an oddly 
beautiful little town with lots of stories and interesting characters; 
it's a good time to be making work here. 


See more of Yaggie's work at markyaggie.com. 





Car Spaces & Calling Dibs 


by Tobias Grice 


When did inspiration hit? | remember seeing one of these things 
while | was out walking looking for somewhere to have breakfast 
and all | could think was, 1 need to take a picture of that!’ | kept 
finding more and more as | travelled to larger cities in Mexico 
but it really wasn't until | got to Mexico City that | began walking 
from district to district to find and photograph more barreras 
[space savers]. 


Where was the series photographed? All the images were taken 
in the streets of Mexico City in the areas surrounding the Plaza de 
la Constituciön, colloquially known as Zöcalo. They were probably 
easily within about a five-kilometre radius of each other, so that 
gives you an idea of how common they are. 


What do you love about the combo of car spaces and calling 
dibs? | really loved the variety of materials used to deal with a 
pragmatic issue of keeping one's parking space free, while as a 
whole | think they're really interesting sculptural forms. 


What do you think is the best photo you've ever taken? | was 
making/documenting a performance about the relationship 
between animals and humans in society. | was following a stray 
dog in a market in Mexico and | haphazardly took a picture of it. 
When | saw it months later - it was taken on film – | didn't expect it 
to be such a great image, and it actually isn't, but I think because 
it reminds me that | was having a great time being a bit of a 
village idiot following a dog all day that | hold it as one of my best. 


What do you like to do when you're not taking photos? Walking, 
there is always lots of walking. Right now there is stuff like looking 
for work - nudge, nudge anyone? - trying to get some art projects 
off the ground, and brushing up on my Japanese and Spanish. 


What's your weakness? Upper body, and soymilk. 


What was the last thing to make you laugh? My mum's 
nonchalant attitude when | asked her if she was worried about 
having an operation. She responded, “Oh it's easy, | just go to 
sleep for a while, then | wake up better!” 


What's something we may not expect about you? |'m a house elf, 
and a terrible vegetarian. 


Where do you go or what do you do when you need inspiration? 
Because my work takes cues from objects, or issues within public 
space, | feel it's really important for me to spend as much time 

in that environment as possible, so most days | try to go for walks 
around my neighbourhood. | really try to keep a tourist's mindset, 
treating everything as new while I'm walking since | think it helps 
me notice the odd things that inspire me. 


Which creative do you admire? | know they're not creatives 

but there are a number of elderly people in my neighbourhood 
who exhibit a kind of humility, when | see them walking around, 
or chatting over a fence with a friend, that is really admirable. | 
think because they're not some dandy out to be seen, and that 
they're simply enjoying themselves, being all about what they're 
doing, whatever that might be, | like that the most. 


What are you working on at the moment? |'m just really trying to 
work on a bunch of little projects. | find that it's really just about 
keeping busy creatively. For me it's a combination of providing 
food for the process: reading — mostly travel writing, visiting 
galleries, watching movies, and going for walks. The other is about 
experimenting continuously, not just with photography, and really 
shrugging off the idea that | have to make something that is 
good, or amazing. or even something at all. 4 


See more of Grice's work at tobiasgrice.tumbir.com. 








> WAVES Ur 
FREEDOM 


This lady and her board will make you 
shake your head and mutter, "I really 


need to be doing more.” 
WORDS ANNIE SEBEL 





Easkey Britton has some pretty strong surf credentials. Not the 
usual sentence you'd expect to read about someone from 
Ireland, but please leave your cultural stereotypes at the door. 
Britton was born into a surfing family (her dad was one of Ireland's 
surfing pioneers), she was named after a wave, and by 16 she 
became the first Irish person to surf the massive swell of Tahiti's 
Teahupo'o. Now would be an appropriate time for a ‘hells yeah’, 
‘hang ten’, or to do the shaka. 

Britton is a woman who has no fear. Or maybe she's damn 
good at ignoring it. Her determination can be seen in her surfing 
success (she's Ireland's five-time national surfing champion) as 
well as her dedication to studying (she has a Ph.D in Environment 
and Society, so it's Dr. to you), conservation and philanthropy. 

In 2010, this sense of adventure took her to Iran. To surf. She 
also wanted to learn more about the country and challenge 
perceptions she held that had been shaped by the media. With 
her board in tow she set out for Tehran and met French filmmaker 
Marion Poizeau. The plan: explore Iran, see what the country is 
really like, surf and shoot a short film about it all. Their hunt for 
waves took them to the only place with surf: Baluchistan - one of 
the poorest and remotest regions in Iran. Poizeau captured it all 
in Easkey Surfs Iran, a short documentary that was well received 
and encouraged the pair to return in 2013. This time they had one 
main goal: to share their passion for surfing and make it accessible 
to everyone, especially women, by setting up Waves of Freedom 
- not-for-profit that aims to bridge gaps and empower women 
through the joys and freedom of surfing. 

The trickiest part of setting up Waves of Freedom has not been 
cultural or geographical elements, rather something that links 
most not-for-profits: money. Britton and Poizeau have learned 
а lot by just diving in and working out how to source supplies, 
get sponsors and fundraise all while managing their time and 
commitments. Despite the difficulties, the organisation has had 
a positive effect in the region and has created history by being 
the first to help women surf in Iran. Britton says one of the most 
satisfying things is the success in building the Waves of Freedom 
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team. "This work is all voluntary, which can make it hard to 
get others to join the mission, but we now have a really great 
team of committed, passionate wave-makers. Which has led 
to greater impact and inspiration through idea sharing and 
connection.” 


What's your background? I'm best described as a proactive 
vagabond - a combination of surfer, scientist, artist and explorer. 


How long have you been surfing for? Pretty much my whole life. | 
was born into Ireland's first family of surf, so you could say it's in my 
blood. I'm even named after a wave. I think | stood up on my first 
surfboard aged four. 


Is there a lot of surfing in Ireland? Yes, there's a big scene now. 
The myth of empty perfection is long gone. When I started as a 
kid | was the oddball in my school because | surfed and was the 
only one who surfed all year round. Now it's big business and surf 
schools are the lifeblood of a lot of coastal communities, mostly 
thanks to better wetsuits. 


What do you love about surfing? The sense of freedom it gives me, 
the constantly changing and evolving relationship between surfer 
and the wave. It can be a great tool for self-exploration or simply 
to play and be exposed to that kind of raw power. The ocean 
can help keep your attitude in check. 


What took you to Iran? To be honest, | was ashamed by my own 
ignorance, how little | knew about this country apart from the 
western political context, despite being inspired by the Persian 
poets and mystics like Rumi and Hafiz, and the stories of ancient 
Persia. My decision to go was driven by my own core values | 
try to live by - to never act from a place of fear and to keep an 
open mind and open heart. 


How did you meet filmmaker Marion Poizeau? The first time | met 
Marion was in Tehran when | arrived on that first surf exploration 
trip to Iran in 2010. A mutual colleague had organised the trip 
but ended up missing his flight. | had my surfboard and she had 
this small HD camera and great enthusiasm for the unknown and 
storytelling, like me. So we decided to give it a go. We were just 
fuelled by our passion and curiosity and a non-existent budget. 


Where did the inspiration for Waves of Freedom come from? For 
me, surfing is more than just a sport; it feels closer to an art form, 
synonymous with freedom and creative self-expression. It's from 
this feeling that Waves of Freedom has grown. It stems from a 
belief that the ocean does not discriminate. How once you get 
in the water the rules and norms of society can dissolve and the 
power of the ocean to connect and spread happiness is huge. 
Really, it comes down to having the power to realise our own 
inner truth, or in the words of the Persian mystic and poet Hafiz: 
“to let your soul unfurl its wings." And in Iran I truly experienced 
the power of the ocean to connect and transcend barriers. That's 
where it all began and it's exciting to see it radiating outwards. 


What was your initial impression of the life of women in Iran? 
Has that changed? Just how strong and beautiful the women 
are there. And no matter what obstacles they face they never 
give up the pursuit of what they are most passionate about. 
I'm inspired by the true pioneers, Iran's first female surfers Mona 
and Shahla [Mona Seraji is a professional snowboarder and 
snowboard ambassador for Iran and Shahla Yasini is a swimmer, 
both have teamed up with Waves of Freedom], inspiring their 
friends and local Baluchi girls to participate. | see surfing as a 
great leveller, a sport that Iranian women can claim as their own 
and use to empower themselves. Having been inspired by the 
pioneering Hawaiian surf queen, Auntie Rell Sunn, | understand 
the need to have strong role models for young girls. The important 
thing is to have women who are teachers and leaders in sport. 
That creates an opportunity for other girls to surf, despite 
the culture. 

There are still barriers, with women and men separate and 
unequal in many aspects of life, which is a universal issue, but 
in the surf | have seen how that can dissolve, especially with 
strong, positive, local female role models. It's this impact that 
Marion Poizeau's recently released feature documentary, Into the 
Sea, captures. 


How has the community reacted to the organisation? It's been 
great to see the community there take surfing and make it 
their own and for us to take more of a back-seat role, helping 
guide and facilitate aspirations and promote accessibility and 
participation across ethnic groups, male and female. There 

is already a strong board-riding community in Iran, mostly 
snowboarders and wakeboarders from the capital Tehran, who 
identify themselves as ‘We Ride in Iran’. They've now set up the 
‘We Surf in Iran' community with their own Instagram page. 


How often do you get back to Iran? | get so much inspiration 

from being there and have made some really great friends. | try 
to go back every summer for the surf season and this year we're 
planning another workshop series to help promote the sustainable 
development of the sport there with the local communities. We're 
actually on the hunt for a daring, talented surfboard shaper to 
come out for some skill-sharing, preferably one with skills making 
more natural, eco-friendly boards - any takers? A lack of access 
to resources is a big issue, especially surfboards, so there is real 
interest in learning how to shape their own. 


What have you set your sights on to achieve this year? A lot more 
wave-moking. focusing on sustainability, both personally and for 
the organisation, and global impact! I'm just back from a trip to 
Papua New Guinea where | led the first all-women's surf workshop 
in collaboration with Surfing Association of PNG [SAPNG], with 
over 40 local women and girls. We will be working in partnership 
with SAPNG to help bring their ‘pink nose surfboard!’ initiative for 
women's empowerment and gender equality to the global stage. 
It's such a simple but powerful tool. ¥ 


To learn more or get involved head to wavesoffreedom.org. 
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From opposite ends of the world 
and with two distinct styles, meet the 
ceramicists firing up the pottery scene. 


WORDS ANNIE SEBEL 


Bailey Doesn't Bark 


When you have a puppy, you get a lot of attention. And why 
shouldn't you? Puppies are the Beyoncés of the pet world. 
Lifelong grumps soften and smile. Introverts make eye contact 
and you have a lot of conversations that start with "What breed is 
that?" Just ask Re Jin Lee, whose ceramic studio's name was born 
out of these interactions. "Bailey is my little Brussels Griffon. When 
she was a puppy people asked me a lot what her temperament 
was like. My answer was, ‘Bailey doesn't bark.’ That was around 
the same time | started my business.” 

Lee lives and works in New York, a long way from her 
hometown of São Paulo. Born and raised there, her childhood 
consisted of weeks in the city then, come the weekend, trying 
every which way to make it to the beach. "Though born in Brazil, 

I don't look Brazilian as my parents are Korean,” says Lee. "I 

spoke Korean at home, Portuguese with friends outside of school 
and English in a very Catholic American school - | was raised 
Presbyterian. | never felt like | belonged.” Lee left Brazil to study 
Fashion Design at Central Saint Martins in London, then hotfooted 
it to Los Angeles, to pursue a career in fashion design. From design 
she went into styling and decided to move to New York. "The first 
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time | had set foot in New York, for a quick visit, | knew that that's 
where | belonged." In 2008 Lee enrolled in her first ceramics class. 
She can't recall the first piece she made - "must have been quite 
unmemorable!" - but she started making tiny vessels on the wheel 
and hasn't looked back, setting up her studio in the same year. 

Lee casts her inspiration net wide and is always on the lookout 
for ideas to infuse into her ceramics. "Inspiration most often 
comes when I'm working a lot. | believe everything you see is an 
inspiration. From a volcano you saw on a trip, to a milk carton 
you're starring at when you eat your breakfast. Your brain stores 
all of that inside, and when the right moment comes, it lets out a 
burst of inspiration." 

Her Korean heritage subliminally has also shaped her work and 
given her an appreciation of pottery. "I remember my mother's 
Korean vase collection growing up. Every time we went to Korea 
she would bring one back. As a kid I didn't think much of them but 
now | see them in some shapes | make." 

For Lee the best part of being a ceramicist is when you open 
the kiln. There's an element of the unknown: has it worked out? 
Please don't be cracked. "The opening of the kiln is the best 
part. It can also be the worst, since many things can go wrong. 
Nevertheless, when I'm glazing a bisque piece | get butterflies 
knowing that in a few days I will be seeing a finished piece." 


See more of Re Jin Lee's ceramics at baileydoesntbark.com. 
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Jessilla Rogers 


There are a few undeniable truths in this world. Doctor's waiting 
rooms are the seventh circle of hell, the words "just lie back 
and think of Vegas" never end well, and put ‘Switch’ by TLC on 
the stereo and ceramicist Jessilla Rogers will be weak to its pull, 
heading straight to the dance floor. 'If your man starts actin’ up, 
switch and take his friend’. "I think it's such a good lyric," says 
Rogers. It is, Rogers. It is. 

When she's not shaking it to '90s R'n'B, Rogers is busy getting 
down and dirty with clay. Originally from Adelaide, she moved to 
Melbourne and first got hearts in her eyes for ceramics when she 
was studying art history at The University of Melbourne. "The course 
involved a lot of researching and essay writing and | wanted to 
do some practical art too so | started going to night classes at 
Valerie Restarick's studio. Her studio, North Carlton Ceramics, was 
just around the corner from my house at the time. These days | 
help her teach those night classes.” 

Rogers started out making a lot of small bowls, which she'd 
glaze in bright colours - lime greens, pinks and lots of blues — 
something that's become her signature style. She has the innate 
ability to cover her pieces in a Skittles rainbow of colours and 
make it look effortless. "When | am painting my work | don't really 
plan though. | just put all my colours in front of me and start 
painting. | often paint a lot of things at once, so if | think something 
looks good l'Il repeat it on the next piece.” Rogers’ great eye for 
colour combinations and patterns give her work a joyous nature 
that makes you want to smile stupidly while simultaneously raising 
your elbows and scurrying forward to secure every last piece. It 
isn't overly polished, it rebels against the minimalist whites of the 





world and happily shouts, “Look Ma, made with real hands." 
Rogers thinks this is integral to being a good ceramicist, that you 
need to rely on "using your intuition and not making work that's 
too ridged or structured. | think it's really important to be aware 
that you're making something by hand and to really embrace 
that. | really don't like it when people try to disguise their hands." 

Before you think everything she touches turns to kaleidoscopic 
gold, Rogers is quick to rebut: "I've made some pretty ugly stuff 
and I've had things over-fire so all the colours have dripped off 
them. That looks pretty terrible." 

Rogers’ current obsession is with everything regal. "I've got this 
great book on royal jewels that | like looking through and drawing 
from." It even filters down to her dream client: "Queen Elizabeth, 
she could wear one of my crown vases. | could make baby 
George a little crown too.” 

These days Rogers has her own studio, is stocked in stores like 
Mr Kitly and Koskela, and has a large group of admirers, who, 
as we write this, are currently forming the official Jessilla Rogers 
fan club. But why stop there? Rogers has three things she wants 
to achieve before the year ends: "Buy a dog from The Lost Dogs 
Home, save enough money to go back to Europe next year and 
to visit the V&A, and eat at Sketch in London. I'm also hoping that 
the exhibitions I'm involved in this year go really well. 


See more of Rogers' work at jessillarogers.com. Uy 
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LAT BABIES 


Pinch this pot like you're a nonna near cheeks — 
then put it safely away in your 'good' room. 


WORDS AND PHOTOS EMMA MOTION 


WHAT YOU'LL NEED 





air-drying clay (we used DAS from 
Eckersley's) 





baking paper 


ceramics tool kit (optional) available at 
most $2 stores 





plastic container filled with a little water 





small sponge (if you don't have a tool kit) 


small paint brush 





rolling pin 
jar 





sandpaper 
apron 





make-up sponges or a large sponge cut 
into smaller pieces 





SETUP 

You'll need a flat surface. Secure baking 
paper down to prevent clay from sticking 
to your workspace. Have all your tools 
handy and fill a plastic container with a 
little water to have on hand. Aprons on! 


PINCH POT 

1. Roll a small handful of clay into a ball. 
2. Holding the ball in one hand, with the 
other press your thumb in the centre and 
start forming your pinch pot by pushing 
your thumb and fingers together and 
rotating. Keep supporting your pot in your 
other hand. 

3. To create a flat base, put the pot onto 
your work area and continue to form. 





4. Fix any unwanted rough surfaces, sharp. 
edges or cracks (see tips below). 

5. Let dry. Smooth any unwanted rough 
surfaces or edges with sandpaper. 

6. Decorate with anything from markers 
and varnish to pencils and acrylic paints. 


PLATE 

1. Roll a large handful of clay into a ball. 
2. Using a rolling pin, roll out the clay to the 
shape you're after. Try to keep the rolling 
pin at the same level to achieve an even 
surface. We left our edges organic and 
uneven. For a neater finish, use a knife to 
cut the shape of your plate. 

3. Place make-up sponges randomly 
under the edges to add some lift and form 
the curved rim of the plate. 

4. Fix any unwanted rough surfaces, sharp 
edges or cracks (see tips below). 

5. Let dry. Smooth any unwanted rough 
surfaces or edges with sandpaper. 

6. Decorate with anything from markers 
and varnish to pencils and acrylic paints. 


TIPS 

1. You can use a damp sponge to remove 
any rough surfaces or edges. Be careful 
not to use too much force or water as you 
may crush your piece. 

2.11 there are any unwanted cracks use 

a paint brush and fill in with slurry mix. 

3. If your clay is drying quickly, dip your 
fingers in water and add to your clay. 

4. Air-drying clay is not food safe. 


SLURRY MIX 

Combine a large pinch of clay and mix 
with a little water in a jar until you have a 
thick liquid mixture. ¥ 


GAMMA FOLK PHOTO CHRISTINE НАМ. 
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Hear that? It's the postman shouting "goddammit more pottery" and 
booking in to the physio as he delivers your latest ceramic loves. 





1. Suite One Studio tray, $80, suiteonestudio.com. 2. Helen Levi from Mr Kitly pitcher, $198,'killy.com av, 3. Chu Chu necklace, $90, chuchu.net.au 
4. Recreation Center mug, $36 (each), recreationcentershop.com. 5. Milly Dent marbled gem cup, $44, and marbled interior gem cup, $40 (each), 
miydent.com . 6. Ladies and Gentleman from Douglas and Bec chime, 5330.72. dougiosandbec. com . 7. Koskela bowl, $36,koskela.com.ou, 
8. Koromiko candle, $43.50,koromıko.com . 9. Jane Heng stack vase, $69, janeheng.com. 10. Eric Bonnin from Douglas and Bec tray, $180, shop. 
douglasandbec.com. 11. Hello Plum Studio air plant hanger, $26.21, efsy.com/shop/HelloPlumStuaio. 12. Small Spells dagger incense holder, $40, 
smallspells.com. 13. Gamma Folk necklace No. 34, $155, gammafolk.com. 14. Pigeon Toe face tumbler, $52, p'geonioeceramics сот. 
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КӨШІР ID. REALM 
MONEY MAKING 


Sometimes, being a struggling artist ain't all that. Be inspired by 
these creative schemers and strike it rich by being ridiculous. 


WORDS SINEAD STUBBINS 





They say that necessity is the mother of invention, but most of the 
best business ideas are stumbled upon by accident. While you 
can read countless books about the secret to success, it’s that 
moment of blind, dumb, lucky inspiration that is the key to the 
coolest (and strangest) money making ideas. You can't force it, 
but by golly, when you get that winning idea you'll know it. 

There are heaps of examples of imaginative big business 
ventures - Apple computers comes to mind — but it's the small-fry 
schemes that are always the most creative. 


Flying Food 

In our weakest moments, everyone has imagined delicious 

food miraculously falling from the heavens. A couple of years 
ago Melbourne-based trio Adam, David and Huw made this 
culinary dream a reality by creating Jafflechutes (jafflechutes. 
com), an ordering service for airborne toasted sandwiches. It 
sounds crazy because it kind of is: you pay a fee online, arrive at 
the designated secret spot marked with an 'X' and wait for your 
parcel of bread and molten cheese to float down in a plastic 
parachute. They've even taken it to the US, where a trial run got 
the thumbs up. The location of the drop off changes according 
to balcony and roof availability and they never hit the same spot 
twice. If the wind kicks up, well you'll have to chase your jaffle 
down the street, however, if your jaffle gets caught in a tree then 
you do get a replacement. It's only good manners, isn't it? While 
the venture may not be the biggest moneymaker it's hard to 
deny their ingenuity. There are usually a variety of filing options on 
offer, and if you ask nicely on their Facebook page they'll even 
provide vegan and gluten-free options for jaffle-hungry punters. 


Revenge by Glitter 

Ship Your Enemies Glitter was a stunt inside a stunt — but it's a 

little unclear who was the one being fooled. Australian online 
marketing manager Mathew Carpenter created a website 
called shipyourenemiesglitter.com, claiming to host a service that 
would deliver the ultimate revenge on your foes: sending them a 
package of glitter that they will have to spend days cleaning up, 
along with a letter informing the recipient why they are receiving 
an envelope full of "the herpes of the craft world”. Carpenter 
promised to deliver to anywhere in the world for ten dollars. Ship 
Your Enemies Glitter was immediately embraced by the internet 
and after taking more than 2,000 orders Carpenter sold the 
website for a reported $85,000, then claiming that it was all a 
‘stunt’ to test his online marketing prowess and highlight the lack 
of fact checking in local journalism. But given the fact that almost 
all the orders were actually processed - the remaining orders will 
be honoured by the new owner - and that Carpenter profited 
from the website's sale, it seems like this was a joke that got very 
serious, very quickly. 


A Lesson in Grammar 

‘Grammar’ is a word that strikes fear in the heart of even the 
cockiest word nerd, mainly because you stop learning about 

it around Grade Three. It's easy to take for granted how much 
we're helped by electronic spelling and punctuation checks, but 


there still isn't a system that compares to a human brain looking 
at a sentence and thinking, ‘Something is not right’. Because the 
only other option is starring at a dense and boring style guide 

or stealing your small cousin's homework, Melbourne writing 
institution The Good Copy (which this article's writer and grammar 
geek is part of) decided to start a grammar school for people 
too old to remember the rules, but young enough that they still 
need to be entertained with funny videos and the occasional 
cookie. Stop. Grammar Time. is a ‘nuts and bolts' grammar and 
punctuation class that covers the basics in a way that won't put 
you to sleep. It's not just a class for writers; it's a class for anyone 
who has to communicate via email, text or carrier pigeon. You'll 
never be corrected by a smug grammar expert ever again - just 
make sure you don't become one. 


Fake Naked Portraits 

Working quite successfully on the conceit that people really 

do want naked portraits of themselves but don't actually want 
to pose naked, British artist Ben Hammond had a genius idea. 
When he couldn't afford to buy a birthday present for his friend, 
Hammond instead drew him a nude portrait. This was such a 

big hit that he decided to try his luck selling personalised nudie 
drawings to the public (realfakenudes.com). The result is one 
hilarious and lucrative art project, where closet exhibitionists send 
a picture of their face - and one to two significant others if it's a 
group shot - then receive an original portrait in the mail. Have а 
distinctive neck tattoo or a birthmark shaped like a boot on your 
butt? Well include that in your order and Hammond will draw 
the nude to your exact specifications. It sounds creepy but the 
finished product is kind of sweet in its silliness, with Hammond's 
style making the concept a lot more adorable than you'd think 
(though still disturbing when he includes people's pets). If the 
nude thing isn't your cup of tea, the Berlin-based artist also does 
One Minute Portraits: simply send a photo of your face, pay five 
pounds and see what Hammond comes up with in 60 seconds. 


A Personalised Rap 

Unless you're Rihanna or Kim Kardashian, there are very few 
people in the world who can claim to have inspired a rap. 
However thanks to renegade Rap Master Maurice (AKA Derek 
Erdman derekerdman.com), this pleasure can now be yours! 

For the low price of $US17, Rap Master Maurice will create an 
original rap which you can then send to your adversary to teach 
them a lesson. All you need to do is give him a brief rundown of 
your beef, with suggested examples being “Child custody battle, 
father left you at an early age, mad at the Taliban" and Rap 
Master Maurice will not only call your enemy, but also send you 
an audio file with which to smite your enemies at a later date. This 
act of vigilante justice is perfect for people who can't adequately 
find the words to express their angst or who just really like the 

idea of their quarrels being recounted to a hip hop beat. If you 
don't have any personal problems that warrant an original rap, 
Rap Master Maurice also creates "non-revenge, friendly raps", 
however this will cost you an extra $7. Rapping about nice stuff is 
much harder, you guys. ¥ 


ІШКЕ MI HERU 


Behind every great artist is not just a mortal fear of nine-to-five 
employment, but also a group of amazing people who inspire them to 
stand out. We asked three such folk to draw their creative heroes. 
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AMY BLUE 


amyblue.squarespace.com 


Elaine Benes Julia Louis-Dreyfus is amazing. | love her performance 
as Selina Meyer in HBO's Veep and of course her classic role as 
Elaine in Seinfeld. Elaine is just so brilliant. She's everything | want 
to be. She's the queen of ће castle!!! Тоо many exclamations? 


Gaby Hoffmann Gaby is the most recent addition to my hero 
collection. Her character in Now and Then was always my 
favourite but it is her work in the new series Transparent that has 
won my newfound admiration. 


David Bowie David Bowie is The One. The Ultimate. The Boss. 
Sometimes | like to pretend we're related because we come from 
the same area and we have the same teeth. 


Björk Björk is the longest standing hero. Since | was 14, | have 
related to her music and kooky personality. | have followed her 
career and watched her intense creativity flourish to detailed 
levels of imagination. We're also born on the same day, so she's 
my inspiration twin. 
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JAMIE BROWNE 


jamiebrowneart.com 


Tony Edwards Edwards created the character and comic 
Captain Goodvibes for Tracks magazine in the '70s. The comic 
chronicled the hilarious misadventures of the irreverent Captain 
Goodvibes as he sought out the best waves, babes and a few 
too many cold ones through psychedelic jungles and scorching 
cities alike. A source of inspiration for its humour and Australian 
beach bum vibes. “It jest ain't natural.” 


Jim Phillips The grand daddy of skateboard graphics, he gave 

us the immortal ‘Screaming Hand’ and many other iconic skate 
graphics from the '70s and '80s. He was a massive influence on 
me early on and was one of the first people to make me realise 
that maybe | can make a living out of this art thing. Thanks Jim. 


M. C. Escher An incredibly talented artist with the brainpower 

of a mathematician. Not only is he technically skilled but the 
perspective he had on perspective was magical and brought to 
life pieces like the reflective sphere, the never-ending staircase 
and countless other awe-inspiring works. Sometimes | wish | could 
just walk around in his art. The man was a genius. 


Vernon Courtlandt Johnson Another skate-art heavy, whose 
work adorned the boards and tees of the brand Powell Peralta 
in the '70s and '80s and are still relevant today. He birthed the 
infamous ‘Ripper’ graphic - a skull appearing to tear its way out 
of whatever surface he was plastered on. Skeletons and skulls 
featured heavily in his works and inspire me to this day. 





ISOBEL KATE SCOTT 


isobelscottillustration.tumbir.com 


FRONT ROW, LEFT TO RIGHT 

Sarah Lucas | was first introduced to Lucas’ work in art class 
at school. She grabbed my attention as there was something 
so fresh, dark and rebellious to her work compared to other 
traditional artists that we were made to study. | find her work 
confusing yet amusing. 


Wes Anderson If only Wes Anderson could come and art-direct 
my life. The combination of colours, costumes and set dressing 
draws me in. 


Tjunkiya Napaltjarri The use of thickly applied bright colours hits 
me in the face every time. Napaltjarri paints in a way that can't 
be taught. Being an illustrator | find her work interesting, as it is 
an example of how different cultures use art to communicate 
information. 


BACK ROW, LEFT TO RIGHT 

My mum Say g'day to the queen of all craft, Busy Izzy. She can do 
anything big or small, she’s the best person to discuss ideas with 
as she always has the tools and knowledge of how to go about it. 


Frida Kahlo Obvs can't go past old Kahlo. Not only do | find her 
work inspiring, the way she dressed was so fab and she had a pet 
monkey. Her use of colour is great. 


Old mate Reg As an artist growing up with Mambo as a kid | knew 
| liked what | saw, however, | don't know if | appreciated the cool 
factor of Mr Mombassa. His work is fresh. 


Nick Cave No other word than а ‘G', what a guy! If feeling a 
little uninspired, pelting a bit of him and the Bad Seeds out of the > 
speakers at top notch hits the spot. $4 
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Who let the muse out? Who, who, who, who? 
No, seriously, who was it? Only super artist 
Alexandra Valenti can get to the bottom of this. 
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For centuries, artists have had to ask themselves: Is that the muse 
taking hold, or am | straining so hard to create that my skivvy 
is cutting off the oxygen to my brain? Getting in that hallowed 
creative frame of mind where the work flows is half the challenge, 
sometimes more, so for our creative issue we've called in a pro to 
administer the inspirational kick in the butt we all need from time 
to time. 

Growing up in California and living in Austin, Texas, self- 
taught mixed-media artist Alexandra Valenti has had a camera 
holstered on her hip since she was nine. “I would take pictures 
of my dog with the [Polaroid] $Х-70 and someone showed те 
that | could take a pencil or pen and draw on the Polaroid and 
move the chemicals around as it was developing. | thought that 
was the coolest shit in the world,” Valenti says. “It pretty much 
cemented the idea that | would be an artist when | grew up.” 
Her otherworldly pairing of photography and paint saw her land 
jobs shooting for the likes of The New York Times, Rolling Stone, 
Neon and Free People, while also producing her own artwork. All 
that takes a lot of juice, but sometimes no matter how hard you 
squeeze, the lime of creativity is dry and fibrous. “It's the most 
frustrating, soul-sucking experience,” she says, “and I've been 
there so many times. In fact, if anyone tells you they haven't been 
in a zone-less place, they're probably lying. But I'm okay with 
having had those experiences because the contrast of actually 
being in the zone is so transcendent and timeless... Lately I've 
had a hard time getting in the zone because part of being a 
working photographer means a big chunk of your time is taken up 
by administrative bullshit like invoicing, prepping a job, updating 
my website, and emailing." And yet she has all this beautiful art. 
We shake Valenti like an apple tree to get the fruits of her wisdom. 


GETTING IN THE ZONE 
Make like Casanova and set the mood for action. 


A sweet environment: A clean, organised space, great music, 
French press coffee and uninterrupted time. That scenario is 
heaven to me. 


А healthy dose of good luck voodoo: | have stones given to me 
by friends, candles and pictures of my family and other artists that 
inspire me. And | have my dogs with me in my studio. They are my 
most cherished good luck charms. 


A quote or visual inspiration: | remember watching Inside the 
Actor's Studio and Anthony Hopkins was being interviewed. He 
was quoting Basil King, who's a novelist with a mystic-spiritual 
bent, who said, "Be bold, and mighty forces will come to your 
aid.” That resonates with me deeply. | feel like if can do the hard 
work, if | can take risks, a force greater than myself will guide me 
and propel me along my journey. And the other quote is one my 
dad used to say to me: “Do what you love, and the money will 
follow." As a working artist, that's an important concept. The truth 
is, he was right. Some people | know dread their day job. But for 
me, when | go to sleep at night, | can't wait for the morning so | 
can go to my studio and make things. 


Get out of your pyjamas: | like to feel somewhat put together 
when I go to the studio or to shoot. If | feel like | look good, | feel 
more powerful and that maybe | actually have my shit together. 
Although I'm not above wearing the same thing a few days ina 
row. | like a uniform so | don't have to make too many decisions. 


STAYING IN THE ZONE 
Saddle that creative horse and ride it into the technicolour sunset. 


Sleep, heavenly sleep: | have to get a good night's sleep. I'm not 
a night owl at all. I'm at my studio by 6:30am. | love the morning, 
it's very meditative for me. | like being up before the sun comes 
up. Yogis claim that getting up before the sun rises gives you 
energy; you align with the momentum of the moon and the sun... 
and | believe it. 


Dedicated email time: | answer emails while | listen to National 
Public Radio. Once I've completed all my administrative 
nonsense, which there is a ton of, | start printing, painting, 
collaging or editing my work. 


We be exercising: Towards the end of the day, | go for a run or 
take a class to get moving. | have to exercise almost every day to 
clear my head, keep me focused, grounded and healthy. 


A good soundtrack: Music is a huge part of my studio life. | will 
discover an album and | will listen to it to death and then | move 
on. Lately I've been on a kick of listening to Other Lives. | did 

the artwork for their new album and now | can't stop listening to 
them. Or l'Il listen to a lot of country, like Waylon Jennings, Willie 
Nelson, Hank Williams Jr., and Sturgill Simpson is on repeat. | listen 
to a lot of movie soundtracks too: every Wes Anderson film, Nick 
Cave's soundtrack for The Assassination of Jesse James, Amelie, 
there's so many more. And finally, I'm way into hip hop while | 
work, keeps me vibrating at that elevated level, so Gang Starr, 
Tribe Called Quest, Jay Z, Mase. 


Take note: | have several lists of ideas that | turn to regularly. 

| have to write everything down or | will forget it. | am kind of 
embarrassed by how long my to-do lists are. | break things down 
to: art shows (both large and small scale), commercial jobs, 
locations, people | would like to photograph, books to read, 
books to make, quotes that inspire me, presents | want to make 
my family and friends. 


Curiosity: And finally, | think the thing that keeps me in the zone is 
my ability to stay curious and open. | try not to force the process. 
Creativity is really two things: input and output. There are days, 
maybe weeks or months, where you are just meant to live and not 
‘create’. You travel, you read, you experience your life. And then 
there are phases where it's time to process all you have learned 
and witnessed; you go into your cave-slash-studio and you allow it 
to flow out of you. 9 


To see more of Valenti's work, head to alexandraintheforest.com. 


























Some people's past you don't want to dig into - Betty White, please retain your 
shimmering mystery. But when it comes to Courtney Barnett, we want to know it all. 


WORDS JANA ROOSE 


When the poet Lord Byron went to college, all he wanted was to 
have his beloved dog Boatswain by his side. After pleading with 
Cambridge about its no dogs policy and receiving nothing but a 
‘talk to the hand’, Byron went and got himself a pet bear instead. 

Petty can only be done well by certain people. 

Australian musician Courtney Barnett is one of them. Funny, 
irreverent and obsessed with the trivial, Barnett has that Jerry 
Seinfeld way of creating a whole world by writing about nothing 
= cracks in the wall, an overgrown lawn, buying a percolator 
and saving $23 a week on coffee. It's beautifully mundane, 
nuanced to perfection, and rather than a big Whitney Houston 
wrecking ball to the heart, it's a thousand tiny pickaxes that crack 
you open. 

Earning critics' approval for ‘History Eraser’ and ‘Avant 
Gardener’ off her second ЕР in 2013, Barnett was propelled 
suddenly into the world of big things - jumbo jets, sell-out gigs, 
and American TV performances - and now her long-awaited 
debut album, Sometimes | Sit and Think, and Sometimes I Just Sit, 
is finally here. To get a feel for the woman behind the guitar, we 
take a This is Your Life stroll through Courtney Barnett's past. 


The Street | Grew Up On 

We grew up on a long and windy path called МсСапѕ Creek 
Road. None of my friends ever really came over 'cause it was so 
far out of town, but we had a cool small neighbourhood crew. 
We'd play basketball, ride our bikes, and jump off the jetty. Dad 
was real into boats so we'd always spend school holidays in some 
little Pittwater bay swimming all day and playing Uno all night. 


Tennis 

When | was nine, | started playing because my older brother 
played tennis. | asked for a racket for my birthday and ‘tennis 
camp! for Christmas. That was one of those school holiday things 
where they divide you into groups and you do tennis stuff. It was 
fun. We ate a lot of Curly Wurlys and drank a lot of Mountain Dew. 


Moving to Hobart 

| think Mum and Dad got over the hustle and bustle of Sydney 
when they visited Tasmania for their wedding anniversary. They 
found a bigger-slash-cheaper house that they just fell in love with 
and we moved a year later. | was halfway through grade ten 
and | was sad at the thought of leaving all my friends. | thought 
it was the end of the world. | even asked my maths teacher to 


adopt me. Me and Mum and Dad caught the Spirit of Tasmania 
over; | refused to talk to them unless it was to tell them | hated 
them. After a couple of weeks, | settled into Hobart and made 
friends and forgot about the whole drama. When | was about 21 


| apologised for being a selfish brat and realised it was the best 
thing that could've happened to me. 


Going to Art School 

| didn't know what | wanted to do when | finished high school. 

| applied on the final day of enrolments to art school. A typical 
Courtney Barnett leave everything till the last minute decision, 
which unfortunately was a trend that | continued throughout my 
studies, eventually resulting in me dropping out at the beginning 
of third year and moving to Melbourne. 


Pizza Delivery 

When | was 181 moved out of home and started my first year 

at uni. | also got a new job; delivering pizzas in my champagne 
coloured Holden Astra. It was a pretty chill job. On quiet nights 

I would do my art theory reading, and on busy nights I'd drive 
around listening to the radio (tape player was broken). My first 
ever pizza was delivered late because | got lost in Lenah Valley, 
pre-smart-phone era, and had to stop on the way to buy a street 
directory from a service station. 


First Love 
My first love was Drazic fromHeartbreak High. 


Jen Cloher 

like playing guitar in Jen's band because | don't have to think 
about singing or lyrics or telling funny stories in between songs. | 
just get to play guitar and make horrible ear-piercing noises and 
watch her being awesome. 


Sometimes | Sit and Think, and Sometimes | Just Sit 

We used to drive from Sydney to Melbourne for Christmas at 
Nanna and Pa's. There was a brown felt poster on the wall that 
had a dopey looking dog wearing a floppy hat with a flower on 

it and it said ‘sometimes | sit and think ... and sometimes | just sit’. 

| used to just sit and stare at it for hours trying to re-arrange the 
letters to make other words and just wondering what it all meant. 4 


Sometimes | Sit and Think, and Sometimes | Just Sit is out 23 March. 
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If someone tells you Brittany Howard's voice doesn't move them, then 
take a step back because you are in the presence of a psychopath. 


WORDS JANA ROOSE 


Like seeing the moon in the daytime, or a snake in the snow, in 
2012, a former US postal worker from scorching hot Alabama 
found herself beautifully out of place, at a chalet in the Swiss 
Alps. It was a long way from home for the Alabama Shakes singer 
and guitarist, Brittany Howard, who had, up until that point, spent 
her whole life in her hometown of Athens, AL. Howard had never 
even left the state until the band's first tour in 2011, when she was 
22, and in the year following the release of the debut Alabama 
Shakes album Boys & Girls, she and her band mates - bassist 

Zac Cockrell, guitarist Heath Fogg, and drummer Steve Johnson 
- went over oceans, down into valleys, up the aforementioned 
Alps, and on to the Grammys red carpet with three nominations 
and Howard's grandma in tow. 

When the carpet was rolled away, Howard went back to her 
beloved hometown as a curiosity for all. “I think we'd say we're 
small-town heroes, | mean, people know who we are, people 
know what's going on," Howard says. “A lot of them are kind 
enough to say how they appreciate what we do and good luck. 
| get stopped in the grocery store and stopped in restaurants, 
stopped pretty much everywhere, but it's fine, people say a quick 
hello and ask for a photo, it's pretty cool." And outside of Athens, 
does she get recognised? "Yeah. | mean | haven't got recognised 
[this time] in Paris yet, but it's been a few years, and a lot has 
come out since then, so | don't expect anyone to remember who 
Гат," she says. “But | think they will when the record comes out." 

Howard has a reason to be confident. On April 17, Alabama 
Shakes will release its brand-new album Sound & Colour, and if 
we can challenge ourselves to describe it without swearing: son 
of a biscuit, it's a freaking wild ride. More has changed in the 
last few years than Howard's high-top haircut and some symbols 
tattooed under her eye, there’s a whole renewed sense of energy 
and rock'n'roll guts within the band. From the electric opening 
squeal of the first single ‘Don't Wanna Fight" (which Howard sings 
over the phone - we'll never wash our ear again) to the lo-fi 
soul grunge of ‘Dunes’ and the punk discord of ‘The Greatest’, 
this shining sophomore album is light and shade, toffee sweet 
then razor blades. “There are a lot of moods on the record,” says 
Howard. "I didn't want to make a record where every song is like 
the next song. | don't want to make a record that's ‘this record 
is perfect and consistent, and every song flows into the next" I 
wanted to make the record we wanted to make." The track to 
watch for on stage will be ‘Gimme All Your Love’, with its false 
sense of security in the verses followed by a chorus that grabs you 


by the lapels and shakes, hard. With so much emotion in the lyrics, 
Howard falls into a heap backstage. "If I'm doing it right then | 
should be exhausted at the end of the show. If I didn't do it right, 
then | still have energy left. | don't like going up there half-hearted 
because | never thought my life would get to be this way. So 

it means a lot to me to do well and do my best so that | never 
regret, when I'm older, not doing my best. I'd rather be tired at 
the end of the night than tired at the end of my life.” 

The first record from Alabama Shakes was dedicated to 
Howard's older sister Jamie, who died of retinal cancer at the age 
of 13. This time around the songs feel just as raw and powerful but 
Howard isn't giving the meaning away - instead she's enjoying 
the perks of being interviewed: free psychoanalysis. "| think there 
was a lot of subconscious stuff coming out [on Sound & Colour]. 
I've been doing these interviews lately and my stories are simple, 
so I'll say | wrote a short story and it's about this. And they will say, 
'"Subconsciously, does that mean that you were pressured or felt 
under pressure with your work?" and I'll say, ‘Well | never thought 
of it that way...’ So | don't know, a lot of it is just imaginative stuff 
that | wanted to write about, that | thought would be kooky and 
fun, like getting lost in space or whatever, but to hear someone 
else interpret it is really fun, so | don't think | want to tell you, it's fun 
when people come to me and make it up.” 

The unpretentious nature of Alabama Shakes is its secret 
source of power. When the band is here for Byron Bay Bluesfest 
this April, they'll also be playing a sideshow double-header with 
Charles Bradley - an artist several decades older but from the 
same working Class, soul roots. Bradley released his debut record 
at the age of 62 after a hard life between homes, coming up 
against the murder of his brother, and years unnoticed as a James 
Brown impersonator. "I love Charles," says Howard. "Who doesn't? 
First of all he's really sweet, and he's a really good storyteller, and 
he's a very deep dude. And he likes to take naps. He has a lot 
of naps." The two share a style of performance where nothing is 
saved for tomorrow. With sorrow in their past, they sing with the 
ferocity of having come out the other end. "We share something 
in common. His most important goal is to do what he loves the 
best he can. And I've seen that, and I've seen the way he reacts 
when he doesn't think that he did his best. And it's just something 
I recognise and understand, and it's like wow, man, you really, 
really are doing what you were put on earth to be doing." 


Sound & Colour is out 17 April, 2015. uy 


Unusual looking beauty queens, all 
this Scottish trio wants is world peace. 
And wild, visceral beats. 


Alloysious Massaquoi, one third of Scottish experimental group 
Young Fathers, is on his mobile in the back of a van, trying to get 
some peace and quiet from the rehearsal room. As you may or 
may not yet know, those boys like to make noise. Meeting when 
they were 14 years old at an under-16s hip hop night, Massaquoi 
and his band mates Kayus Bankole and Graham 'G' Hastings, 
who are all named after their fathers, have grown up into 
brothers. Now 27 years old and the latest winners of the Mercury 
Prize (beating out FKA Twigs and Damon Albarn), a lot has 
changed since they were teens. “We've experienced a lot that 
has made the bond tighter, a lot stronger and you know it’s more 





like a family now," says Massaquoi. "And we're more handsome.” 
The new album White Men Are Black Men Too is their version of 
a pop album, how they think it should be. It's a beautifully sung, 
passionately played kick in the teeth to 4/4 timing, and if it sounds 
bad to you, trust this: get better speakers. “It's the balance of 
having the weight of words but also just having a lot of melodies,” 
he says. "If someone wants to take it away and do some grunts 
and yelps, you just roll with that." As for the album title, it was a 
choice they had to defend to their label. “It's something that we 
feel passionate about as a group, the whole equality aspect of 
it," Massaquoi says. "We're a multi-racial group, and the title is 
one of those things that may strike fear into people, instead of 
it being a positive thing. It's definitely, for us, a positive title, but 
people are going to have their own opinions of it, that's just how 
the world works.” Do they feel a sense of racism when they tour? 
“| think it's always going to be out there, really, it's a shame that 
it's part of life," he says. "There's a lot of ignorance in this world, 
but there's a lot of beauty in this world as well, so that kind of 
overshadows that in those times and that's what you'd want, 
but I think when you get older you kind of realise that you can't 
win against stupidity and that's really it. If someone doesn't like 
you because of your skin colour well, what's the point in trying to 
have an argument with them? There's no way that you can get 
through if they're old enough to know right from wrong. Just try 
to put positivity out in this world and keep things even. | think that 


[this album] helps that cause in whatever small way it can.” * 


White Men Are Black Men Too is out 27 March, 2015. 
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MEA LONG WAY, BABY _ 
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Nothing says ‘timeless’ quite like a fat dude, holding a ciggie with a smug smile on his face. Enter 
Fatboy Slim's quintessential dance album. Unlike yellow-lensed sunglasses and slut strands, You've 
Come a Long Way, Baby is a relic from the '90s that really does warrant a comeback. Loaded with 
musical contradictions, this record has been the soundtrack to dance floors all around the world 
since its inception. Seventeen years after its release, tracks like ‘Right here, Right Now’, and ‘Praise 
You’ are still catchy enough to get you out of your chair and dancing like it's 1998. 


Glitterbug / Warner 

This album shows signs of a 
more polished sound from the 
Liverpudlians. Fear not, the 
album is still loaded to the hilt 
with pop culture references 
and synth hooks that were 
made for loose Friday nights 
spent dancing in the kitchen. 





Lucid Dreaming / A Deux 
Records / The Orchard 
Aussie/Swedish dream-pop 
duo embrace just the right 
amount of disco in their debut 
album. If you're looking for 
your electro-pop fix their track 
‘Nothing but a Heartbeat" is a 
great place to start. 





Short Movie / Caroline 
Australia / Virgin Records 

For perhaps the first time, 
Marling introduces the electric 
guitar to this bluesy new 
album. She uses a variety 

of characters to tell tales of 
destiny, displacement and 
suffocating love. 








YEN 


REVIEWS. 


Sometimes | Sit and Think, and m 
Sometimes | Just Sit / Milk! 

Records / Remote Control 

Charmingly self-deprecating, 

Barnett blends cut-throat 

lyrics, raw guitar and an 

unapologetic Aussie accent 

in an album that gets in your 

head and refuses to budge. 





All Possible Futures 

/ Remote Control 

Bin your summer playlist. 
Combining the weirdness and 
sunshine of LA with the new 
wave EDM coming out of 
Melbourne, this glossy pop-funk 
album is testing our resolve to 
not use the word ‘groovy’. 


SUFJAN. STEVENS 


Carrie & Lowell / Asthmatic 
Kitty Records / Inertia 

"This is not my art project; this is 
my life," Stevens tells Pitchfork. 
After the electric twist of The 
Age of Adz, he strips it back to 
sheer vocals, delicate guitar, 
sparse keys. A uniquely eerie 
feel with heartbreaking lyrics. Б 
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Turn up love song dedications. Louder. 
This one goes out to all the sweethearts. 





Sometimes first love is a beautiful, shining unicorn that lasts 
forever, and other times it's a slippery serpent that ends with you 
getting dumped at the Big Brother auditions. Karys McEwen's 
first love sent her on a sabbatical from her hometown in Western 
Australia to foggy old London town, heartbroken and searching 
for answers. Her blog-turned-book, The Something Fine Project, 
gathers stories and artworks from creative folk who have been 
there, done that, and lived to collage their feelings. 


What do you do by day? | am a young adult librarian at a girls 
school. | run the book club - though we hardly ever talk about 
books. It's so interesting to get insight into their lives, especially 
because they're at such a transformative, curious stage. 


And by night? Not very much! I'm a bit of a nanna and by 8pm 
I'm usually ready to curl up in bed with a good book and a cup 
of tea. | get my writing done first thing in the morning before work, 
in my lunch breaks and in the few hours when | get home in the 
evening before | settle into hibernation. 


What is it about first love that interests you? The most interesting 
thing about first love is that everyone experiences it, but in such 
different ways. A friend said to me the other day that first love is 
important because we are not afraid to love at that stage - and 
are maybe a little naive about heartbreak - so you give first love 
everything you've got. Because of that, it is something we never 
forget. My own first love has been such a huge part of my life. 
Soon after creating the project, we managed to rekindle our love 
and today we are still together, and incredibly happy. 


When did you get the idea to turn it into a book? Since the 
creation of the blog | knew | wanted to turn the project into 
something offline, either an exhibition or publication. In August 
last year | was browsing the Melbourne Writers’ Festival blog 

and discovered they were running a Blog-to-Book competition 
sponsored by Blurb [an online self-publishing platform]. It was like 
the stars had perfectly aligned! | entered the competition and a 
few days later received a call to say | was one of the winners. | 
was over the moon. 


What was the hardest part? At times it has been difficult talking 
about my first love over and over. Although | am quite an open 
person, and will happily share my secrets with just about anyone, 





revisiting the heartbreak from my first love has been quite 
draining. 


What's been your favourite submission to the blog or book? | love 
old photos, and the preciousness of memories caught on camera, 
and so some of my favourite submissions are from people brave 
enough to send me tattered, fading photos of their first loves. 


What's your favourite romance film? My favourite movie of all time 
is Rashida Jones’ Celeste and Jesse Forever. It's the most genuine, 
funny and best depiction of a relationship I've ever seen in a film. 


What makes your heart skip a beat? There's nothing that makes 
my heart skip a beat more than a surprise: an unexpected gift, 
letters in the post box, flowers that last longer than the florist 
recommended, a compliment out of the blue or a really, really 
good twist in a novel. 


Who is your patron saint of creativity? Any amazing woman who is 
brave enough to write about love, relationships and femininity in 
о creative and genuine way: Judy Blume, Miranda July, Gabrielle 
Bell, Mindy Kaling, Lena Dunham, Tavi Gevinson, Patti Smith, Alice 
Pung. 


What's next for you? | started The Something 
Fine Project when | was obsessed with my 
own first love and wanting to know if other 
people had similar experiences. My new 
project follows a similar trajectory. Now that 
I've somehow discovered how to stay ina 
loving relationship, | would like to find out 
other couple's secrets. F 


“ка. 


For more, head to thesomethingfineproject. 
com/thebook. 
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CHLOE SEVIGNY 
Rizzoli Books, $55 






The original queen of cool, Chloe Sevigny and her nerdy-sexy-grungy fashion sense 

has won her a conga line of admirers. This photographic account of Sevigny's fashion 
exploits, from high school to Miu Miu campaigns, as well as some personal Polaroids, 
zines and pages from her planner, makes for an interesting visual peek into Sevigny's 


career. Don't expect a lot of text, there's a foreword by Sonic Youth's Kim Gordon and ап 
entertaining afterword by close friend and Orange is the New Black star Natasha Lyonne, 


who provides a funny and honest insight into Sevigny and her appeal. 








SATURDAY NIGHT LIVE 
Alison Castle, Taschen, $70 


Just hearing “Live from New York, it's Saturday 
night!" catapults the kingpins of comedy into 
your mind. Going for 40 years, the SNL stage 
has made us fall in love with comedians like 
Will Ferrell, Bill Murray, Kristen Wiig, Amy Poehler 
and Tina Fey and so many more. A celebration 
of everything SNL, this book features over 2,300 
images from the archives, an in-depth interview 
with executive producer and founder, Lorne 
Michaels, and an illustrated breakdown of the 
six-day production week. 


LION ATTACK! 

Oliver Mol, 

Scribe, $27.99 

Introducing our 

homegrown dude 

version of Lena 

Dunham, Oliver 

Mol and his oh-so- \ 
fabulous debut \ YEN) 
memoir. This free 
flowing account 
of life, love and work as a 20-something mer 
in Australia is strangely hypnotising. 8 
Mol's daydreams are contrasted with 

recollections of his unhappy childhood 

in Texas. The stories of him working at a 

KeepCup factory are hilariously frank, 

as is the hesitancy in his relationships. A 

confident voice that doesn't confuse 

honesty with self-indulgence. 


REVIEWS 


CRAFT FOR 
THE SOUL 

Pip Lincolne, 
Penguin, $35 

The new book 

by Meet Me at 
Mike's blogger 
and crafter Pip 
Lincolne isn't just 
a DIY manual with 
crochet blankets 
and a pompom rug so cute you want 

to pinch its fluffy cheeks - though it has 
that too. Rather it's a Swiss army knife of 
creative survival, full of wise words, fun lists, 
tasty recipes, encouraging quotes and 
fresh tips on mindfulness and motivation. 
She covers it all, from getting out of idea 
ruts, to the importance of movement, and 
the best movies to watch in your PJs. 





SNAPSHOTS OF 
DANGEROUS 
WOMEN 

Peter J. Cohen, 
Hardie Grant, $45 
For the last 20 
years, esteemed 
private collector 
Peter Cohen has 
combed garage 
sales and fairs 

far and wide for vintage photographs 

of women doing un-ladylike activities. 
Women swigging beer, smoking, holding 

a gun and playing football. There's 

even gator shooting. The photos are 
complemented by Mia Fineman's poetic 
introduction, which beautifully skates 
through the history of women pushing the 
boundaries through the ages. D 





Films that don't butcher the books 
they're based on. High-fives all round. 


Into the Wild 

Sean Penn's interpretation of Jon Krakauer's novel looks at the 
real life adventures of Christopher McCandless, played by Emile 
Hirsch. Into the Wild follows a frustratingly idealist McCandless as 
he cashes in his law-school fund and goes to explore the natural 
world. Unlike the novel, the movie offers a more romantic view on 
the spirit of adventure. With cinematography that rivals a David 
Attenborough doco this film makes us want to burn every dollar 
we (don't) have and explore the wilderness despite the risks. 


Submarine 
There is one massive advantage that the film Submarine has over 





its novel counterpart - the soundtrack was written and performed 
by Alex Turner from the Arctic Monkeys. This coming of age film 
follows the romantic, social and home life of a 15-year-old boy 
named Oliver Tate. One of the best parts of Submarine is the way 
the characters are so flawed. For instance, Oliver first bonds with 
his love interest while they push an innocent girl into a pond in the 
middle of a Welsh winter - you know, the way all great loves start. 


Fight Club 

Thought provoking, impeccably cast and funny in all the right 
places, Fight Club is brought to the screen by David Fincher, 
aman not afraid of an adaptation - The Girl with the Dragon 
Tattoo, The Social Network, Gone Girl. The film tracks Edward 
Norton and Brad Pitt as they turn from simply beating the crap out 
of each other for fun to creating a revolution. Although this film 
mostly parallels the novel, its ending is quite different and we're 
just going to say it - we prefer the movie. 


The Perks of Being a Wallflower 

This movie, while bordering on the cheesy end of the spectrum 
from time to time, does a really solid job at exploring how rubbish 
high school can be and it does an even better job at showing 
how good it can get when you meet the right people. Emma 
Watson, Ezra Miller and Logan Lerman all bring something 
unique to their characters, ensuring that author Chbosky's vision 
didn't end up some botched reboot of The Breakfast Club. The 
soundtrack is also a force to be reckoned with, featuring tracks 
from David Bowie, The Smiths and Sonic Youth 


WORDS LIZ SCARF. 


WORDS ЈАМА ROOSE & ANNIE SEBEL. 


Set in 1971 at the height of "Ihe Troubles’ in Northern Ireland, a British soldier (the brilliant Jack 
O'Connell) is accidentally left behind by his unit in the middle of a riot in hostile IRA territory in 
Belfast. A tense game of hide and seek, his only goal is to survive the night, hunted by radicals from 
all sides. An admirably lean script with plenty of suspense, this stark thriller carves no heroes from its 
characters; it's less about the conflict politics and more about the foolishness of blind loyalty. 








After a complete breakdown, a bipolar 
father (Mark Ruffalo) is left to care for his 
two kids while their mum (Zoe Saldana) 
goes to NYC to earn money to support 
them. The film is charming and warmly 
funny, but it's quite a Pleasantville take on 
bipolar disorder, and the performances of 
the young actors could be stronger. 


This romance puckers up big time but only 
lands on the cheek. Set against France's 
tense immigration politics, illegal alien 
Samba (Omar Sy) and his caseworker 
(Charlotte Gainsbourg) flirt as he fights to 
stay in France. A few uplifting moments, 
but lacking chemistry and backstory, it's 
hard to invest in the characters. 





Amazing dresses, walls of flowers, one 
crazy deadline and Anna Wintour's bob - 
it's all here in the doco on Raf Simons' first 
couture collection for Christian Dior. Simons 
can be a bit cool but the warmth comes 
from the talented team of ateliers who 
create the pieces. One for fashion lovers 
who will delight in the insider access. 
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This page: Etre 
Cecile from Incu 
T-shirt, $140. T by 

Wang from Incu shirt, 
$410, and pants, 
$485. Akubra from 
Strand Hatters hat, 
$219.95. 


Opposite: 
Marques'Almelda x 
Topshop dress, $176 
(wom underneath). 
Karen Walker dress, 
$470. Larsson & 
Jennings from Incu 
watch, $435 (worn 
throughout). 





= 
This page: Karen 
Walker shirte$405. 
Acne dress, $420. 


Opposite: Sylvester 
jacket, $345. Penny 
Sage top, $220. 













This page: Penny 
Sage pants, $340. 
Lonely Hearts 
turtleneck, $226. 
Karen Walker jacket, 
$585. Made by 
Name earings, $110. 
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This page: Bül coat, 
$340. 


Opposite: Skin and 
Threads turtleneck, 


E 











This page: Etre 
Cecile from Incu 
T-shirt, $140. T by 
Wang from Incu shirt, 
$410, and pants, 
$485. Akubra from 
Strand Hatters hat, 
$219.95. 


Opposite: House of 
Cards shirt, $109. 
Acne shirt, $420 
(worn underneath), 
and pants, $420. 








‘COLLINS (CHIC MANAGEMENT). FASHION ASSISTANT CARA GIBSON. PHOTOGRAPHER'S ASSISTANT HELENE ALGIE. VIDEOGRAPHER DAVE GANNON. 





This page: SportMax 
shirt, $530. Camilla 
and Mare coat, 
$850. Soot shoes, 
$279. Stylist's own 
socks. 


Opposite: Bül coat, 
$340. 
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This page: Yevu shirt, 
$80. Karen Walker 
sweatshirt, $185. 


Opposite: Minkpink 
coat, $129.95. Bül 
pants, $240. Marni 
sandals, $950 (worn 
throughout). 
















This page: House 
of Cards shirt, $119. 
Міпкріпк jumper,- « 
$59.95. Yevu shorts, 7 
$90. d 


Opposite: Minkpink 
top, $69.95 (womg ~ 
undémeath). Yévu ^ « 
shirt, $80. Topshop. 
skirt $122: 
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” T-shirt, $32 (worn А 
< - underneath). Yevu 
. boilersuit, $180, | 


Topshop coat, $1 - d 
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This page: Acne 
shorts, $590. Sylvester 
jumper, $245. Jenny 
Kee scarf, $165. 


Opposite: 
UnkneForm long- 
sleeved T-shirt, $110 
{worn underneath). 
Romance was Born 
T-shirt, $220, Marni 
neck tie, $110 
(worn across body). 
Poms x Dress Up 
earings, $260 (worn 
throughout). 











This page: Topshop 


shirt, $30. Asos 
pants, $77. Jenny 
Kee scarf, $165. 
Marimekko shirt 
dress, $299. 


тА 


Opposite: Topshop 
T-shirt, $36. Yevu 


singlet, $75. 





“SNWOGIISV МОШУЭО1 ‘NOSED УЗУ INVISISSV NOIHSV ‘(INOW NOGNOT! 1 3NMOYWI 1340W “(3NINAIHOIN3NO) VOIDOTVWASA ANY WFO ONISN S38304 A31839WDI 


|6) 





NE ÓN 


Illuminate, brighten and sparkle with these bad boys. 
Protective glare goggles not included. 


PHOTOS ANNA POGOSSOVA 


© Yves Saint Laurent Blush Radiance in No.5, $72. Josie Maran Cosmetics Argan Matchmaker Powder Foundation, $42, and Argan 


Love Your Lips Hydrating Lipstick in Coral Delight, $27. Balenciaga B.Bolenciaga Eau de Parfum, $150. 
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MAN DARIN 
Ric HTENINE 
pEEL 


ic renim 
[am jem] 








OPI Unfrost My Heart, $19.95. Nars Optimal Brightening Concentrate, $99. Arcona Mandarin Brightening Peel. $105. 
Shu Uemura TSUYA Youthful Bouncy-Fine Emulsion, $100. Skin Inc Hyaluronic Acid Serum Replenish, $131. 
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A slew of food documentaries followed the release of Food, Inc. in 2008. 
We binge-watched them so you can get up to speed quickly. 


WORDS KATE FITZPATRICK 





FOOD, INC. 

The gist of it Journalists, activists and champions of ethical food, 
Michael Pollan and Eric Schlosser headline this slick doco that 
charts the industrial food system, where multi-nationals control 
what we eat from seed to supermarket, 

Factory-farmed chickens, E.coli-ridden cows, regulatory 
authorities in the pocket of cashed-up lobby groups and the 
constant rise of corn get the in-depth treatment. And the result? 
When the end credits roll, you're left feeling that we're in the 
midst of a conspiracy of cigarette-company proportions, and the 
next course of action is to neatly fold your tin foil hat and start 
spreading your newfound gospel. But it's not all doom and gloom, 
the accidental star of the show is organic farmer, Joel Salatin, 
whose intelligence, passion and rad slogan tees might make you 
want to throw it all in and milk your own cows. 


Most shocking moment Campaigner Barbara Kowalcyk sharing 
the story of her two-year-old son, Kevin, who died after eating 
E.coli-infected beef. Michael Pollan says cows will shed 80 

per cent of their E.coli in just five days if they eat what nature 
intended ~ grass. But cheap, abundant corn is king in the US 
industrial system so the big players stayed loyal to the cob, and 
sought bandaid fixes instead. 


Take-home message If your attention span is like a pinball the 
core message is conveniently summed up in a series of graphics 
at the end. We're reminded we have the power to change things 
with every bite we eat. 


If you only change one thing Watch your food miles and buy in 
season from companies that treat food, animals and workers with 
respect. fakepart.com/foodinc . 


FARMAGEDDON 

The gist of it Farmageddon studies the plight of small producers 

in the US food system. It's more of an amateur production than 
Food, Inc., but the anecdotes from the organic farmers do a 
good job of keeping your jaw dropped (and might even bring a 
tear to your eye, you big softie). It's a David-and-Goliath story of 
authorities targeting small-scale producers while ignoring large 
operators, where most food-borne problems can be traced. 
While it might focus on the American food system you can draw a 
lot of parallels to what's going on back home. 


Most shocking moment Take your pick, from the sheep-farming 
family who were surveilled, Homeland-style, by the FDA and had 
their entire flock seized and slaughtered because of a non- 
existent mad cow disease scare (there's never been a case in 
sheep), to the family-run co-op raided by an armed SWAT team 
who held the family in a room for 12 hours while they seized the 
'contraband': 70 chickens and 22 lambs. 


Take-home message The food system is more broken than a 
pihata at a rifle range because regulations often serve large 
corporations, leaving small farmers and our health to suffer. 


If you only change one thing There's power in every organically 7 
grown carrot, grass-fed steak and free-range chicken. Vote with СН Y 
your wallet; buy from small producers and we can claw back the ee 
industrial system's stronghold. farmageddonmovie.com . ина 
- 
ҒАТ, SICK & NEARLY DEAD % 


The gist of it Joe Cross, a wealthy Australian businessman, goes 
to the US to do a 60-day juice fast. The ‘sick’ refers to his urticaria, 
an autoimmune condition that causes a nasty chronic rash and 
requires steroid medication. The fast is simple - juice only for 60 
days. By day 49, he's lost 30kg. 

While the thought of a 60-day liquid diet will have most people 
yelling, “What fresh hell is this?” you're sucked in enough to keep 
watching. But Cross is no Louis Theroux and the film is 30 minutes 
too long, with some super cringe-y cartoon vignettes. But the 
biggest letdown is Joe's lack of credibility - he's not qualified in 
any health field and surprise, surprise, now markets juice fasts . 


Most shocking moment Spoiler alert: Joe's star juice convert loses 
90kg and then puts it all back on. Once filming is over, of course. 


Take-home message If you don't eat solid food for 60 days, you 
will lose weight, might feel better... but you'll also come down 
with a bad case of the hungries/grumpies. 


If you only change one thing Juice fasting and detoxing may 
be fringe science and marketing hype but Joe the juicer is 
right about one thing: you should eat more fruit and veg. 
fatsickandnearlydead.com. 


FAIR FOOD 

The gist of it This elegantly told Aussie tale is like the Amal Clooney 
of storytelling - serious substance meets beautiful style. Fed up 
with the course of Australia’s food system, the filmmakers tell 

the stories of passionate fair food pioneers. The Evil Supermarket 
Twins rear large here; the 80 per cent market share controlled by 
Coles and Woolworths means they have a painful squirrel grip on 
the supply chain. 


Most shocking moment This doco relies on the strength of the 
farmers' stories in their own words and the stats tell the sad story 
of the consequences of industrial pressure: 300 farmers leave their 
land every month and they're two and half times more likely to 
commit suicide than any other profession. 


Take-home message Death to the duopoly happens by a 
thousand cuts. For regenerative agriculture to triumph over the 
industrial system, we all have to do our bit. 


If you only change one thing Check out the groups featured and 
see if you can support them in any way. Open Food Network 
(openfoodnetwork.org.au), Feather and Bone (featherandbone. 
com.au), CERES Fair Food (ceresfairfood.org.au) or Cultivating 
Community (cultivatingcommunity.org.au). Or find more 
information at the the film's website, justfoodfilms.com. 





BAKED РЕД 
& LADNEN CAKE 


In our best sensual seventies voiceover: 
almond, date, choc and coconut cake 
with labneh and peaches, oh yeah. 


WORDS LOUISE BOSSIO GIGOVIC STYLING JACIN IA MOORE 
PHOTOS LAUREN BAMFORD 





Here's a celebratory cake that doesn't go the obvious route of 
decadent caramel or double chocolate; instead it's one of the 
good guys, tipping its hat to the health food aisle in a mighty fine 
combination of almonds, dates, dark chocolate and coconut 
with labneh, pomegranate and baked peaches. The nutty base 
and sweet fruit of this cake complement the sour undertones of 
the labneh, plus it's a great way to use up the last of the summer 
peaches before they sail off on a boat set for Hawaii, waving their 
hankies in farewell. 


BAKED PEACH & LABNEH CAKE 
Serves 12-15 





200g almonds 

100g cacao nibs 

1009 dark chocolate 
240g of dried dates, pitted 
809 shredded coconut 




















] lime, zes 
6 egg whites 





1 cup coconut sugar 





BAKED PEACHES 
4 peaches, pitted and halved 








Ys cup brown or coconut sugar 





To serve 





800g labneh (or any preferred natural yoghurt) 





70g icing sugar 
1 pomegranate, seeds 








1 lime, zest 








Mix the labneh and icing sugar then refrigerate. Preheat the oven 
to 180°C. Line the base of two 22cm springform tins with baking 
paper and grease well with butter. Roughly chop the almonds 
and chocolate in an electric mixer. Finely chop the dates with a 
sharp knife. 

Whisk the egg whites with an electric beater until soft peaks 
form. Add the sugar and continue to beat until it dissolves. To test, 
rub a bit between your fingers; if you cannot feel sugar granules it 
is ready. Add the almond and chocolate mixture, then the dates. 
Split the mixture evenly into the prepared tins. Bake for 30 minutes, 
or until the cake begins to rise on the sides. Leave to cool 
completely before removing from the tins. 

Preheat the oven to 260°C. Line a baking tray with foil and 
grease with a little olive oil. Arange the peaches in the centre of 
the baking tray and sprinkle all of the brown/coconut sugar over 
the top. Bake for 20-25 minutes, basting with the melted sugar. 
When the sugar caramelises and the peaches are golden they 
are ready. 

Place one layer of the cake on a serving dish and spread 
labneh on top. Carefully place the second layer on top. Spread 
labneh generously on the top layer. Decorate with baked 
peaches, dates, pomegranate seeds, coconut shavings and lime 
zest. Be generous and unmethodical with the decorations - messy 
is great in this instance. Keep the cake refrigerated until it is ready 
to be served. 


Tip halve the ingredients to make a delicious one-layer cake that 
will serve 6-8.# 








ШЕ ANDA 


We zoom in for a close-up of Alistair Johns and b AL 7479 





Kati Bottomley's Melbourne home. AG 7 a их 
4/ ‘ ә | 














My boo Alistair, my bub Otto Fox, Grae Z the cat and myself [Kati 
Bottomley]. Alistair is a full-time freelancer in film and TV. | sold my 
cafe business while pregnant with Otto and I'm now a full-time 
mum, and doing work in film here and there when | can. We live 
in Northcote, Melbourne. We've lived there for almost two years. 
We love the inner north for its food, drinks, parks, Merri Creek, 
people... everything! We love where we live. 


BEST PART OF WORKING IN FILM 

Being able to start a new job every few months where you get 
nervy butterflies, excitement and the creativity buzz. Also that you 
get to work with a huge range of talented people. [The worst] is 
it's definitely not as glamorous as people think. It is normal to work 
11-15 hour days, five-six days a week. 





HAIL MARY 

Both Alistair and | have travelled quite a lot, but | think Mexico 
stole my heart with its use of iconography. colour and the 
way traditional Catholic and the Mayan tribal beliefs have 
swirled together to make this very interesting way of believing 
in something. 


STUFF IT 

Well, the baby crocodile and mini kudu were my dad's, and then 
the little cutie chickens are Alistair's and we couldn't bear to 
leave our beautiful baby deer Clementine in an antique shop in 
New Zealand, so we bought her home with us. Yes, we both like 
taxidermy and would love to find some more old beauties who 
would like a loving home. 


Ie 















NICE K 
Grae Z is our cat. She is a beautiful grey moggy who has a pretty 
odd personality. She loves to talk, loves things on her terms (so no 
picking her up), loves to sneak inside and onto her favourite chair, 
loves a good stretch 'n' roll on the floor and loves playing with our 
15-month-old Otto. She is also partially blind, so has these giant 
pupils in her saucer eyes, which makes her look like a manga cat. 
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own | THUMB 

| guess | do? My mum will laugh... she does. | take plants to her 
when they are dying and she loves them back to life. But | have 
always loved surrounding myself with greenery. | adore indoor 
plants, outdoor plants, forests, bushland and parks. It makes 


everything okay. | like fiddling around with succulents the best. 


SPOT 

Our higgledy-piggledy courtyard. It is nice to sit outside and 
contemplate, with a cup of tea or glass of wine while watching 
Otto crawl around, playing with his toys and his best friend Grae Z. 





FAST FIVE 

Fave secret spots LongPlay, North Fitzroy for cocktails, banh mi 
from the bakery inside Little Saigon Market in Footscray, and Tiba's 
- delicious and cheap Lebanese food in Brunswick. 

Fave cocktail Negroni. 

Fave directors Wes Anderson. Jane Campion, Dario Argento. 

Fave bands Architecture in Helsinki, Banoffee, Drake, Fleetwood 
Mac, First Aid Kit, Haim, Daft Punk, argh, there are so many more. 
Fave animal Cats. Sexy, smart, bossy animals with incredible 
strength and beauty who seem to have their priorities in order # 
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The land of the free and the home of 
the weird. Oh Portland, are you really 
the kooky nutjob people say you are? 


WORDS JO STEWART 
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For a long time the city of Portland, Oregon was quietly flying 
under the international radar, then a show called Portlandia 
came along and ruined everything for the cycle-loving, 
effortlessly hip locals who now have to put up with tourists saying 
things like “put a bird on it" and expecting not to get their faces 
punched in. But is Portland really any weirder or hipper than any 
other American city? Is there any truth to Portlandia's hilarious 
jibes? Portland's weird reputation is confirmed when upon arrival 
| see a police officer trying to convince a woman to move her 
giant boa constrictor off the footpath. 

So this is Portland. Land of the kombucha happy hour, home 
of the Vacuum Cleaner museum and proud owner of something 
called the 24 Hour Church of Elvis. It seems that yes indeed, all the 
hype is true: Portland loves letting its freak flag fly. But beyond the 
stereotypes you'll also find a jackpot of friendly peeps, autumnal 
colours, life-changing food moments and vintage finds. 





FOOD FEST 
Once upon a time, Portland was known as the place to chow 
down on food truck fare, but because humans are known to take 
a trend and shamelessly flog the living daylights out of it, getting 
gnarly burgers, burritos and dogs from a sweaty dude in a van 
can now be done everywhere from Manhattan to Melbourne. Of 
course, Portland steps it up with a Cigar Truck, perfect for those 
times when you've got a hankering to light up a stogy but can't 
find a tobacconist. 

One thing that Portland excels at is pumping out dude food. 
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At Sizzle Pie you сап chow down on а vodka-infused pizza 
called 'Good Luck in Jail’ or if you're not on a date, try a slice of 
‘Napalm Breath’, a pizza that features a double dose of crushed 
garlic, alongside jalapenos, onions and pepperoni. Over at 
Mac! Mac & Cheesery, you can lose yourself to a carb coma by 
loading up on deep-fried mac and cheese balls and mac and 
cheese burritos. 

The festival of fat and sugar reaches fever pitch at Voodoo 
Doughnut, an emporium at the forefront of next-level doughnut 
creation. With a tagline like ‘the magic is in the hole’, you know 
you won't find plain old cinnamon doughnuts here. Instead, 
you'll find doughnuts topped with maple bacon, M&Ms, peanut 
butter and fruit loops. You'll also find queues that will make you 
go weak at your knees and doughnut names that will render your 
face beetroot red while ordering (try asking for ‘Triple Chocolate 
Penetration’ without burning up). Ever the multitasker, Voodoo 
Doughnut is also a wedding chapel. Yep, in Portland you can get 
legally married in a doughnut shop - is this heaven? 

While America isn't known for delivering quality coffee 
experiences, Portland is an exception to the rule thanks to a 
thriving coffee scene that respects the bean. New York and 
Seattle have a good rep for coffee, but Portland baristas not 
only know the difference between a French press and a pour 
over, I'm pretty sure they started the whole serving drinks out 
of mason jars trend. Whether you want to hit up local roasting 
stalwarts Stumptown Roasters or kick back with some vinyl records 
and vegan treats served by the bros at Courier Coffee, getting 
caffeinated is never a problem in Portland - something | was 
grateful for after travelling through the coffee wasteland also 
known as the state of New Mexico. 


FUN TOWN 
Home to the largest new and used book store in the world, the 
tiniest public park on the planet, and the nation's only vegan strip 
club - we're confused too - Portland is a city that has all your 
entertainment needs covered. 
Housing more than a million books, Powell's City of Books 
is so big it takes up a whole block. Stocking everything from 
paperback page-turners to rare, antique books, Powell's also has 
a coffee shop, gallery space and book printing section within its 
hallowed walls. Getting lost in Powell's is a rite of passage and 
even though they've colour coded the sections, it's a case of one 
minute you're flicking through vintage Stephen King and the next 
you're knee deep in Steinbeck, wondering where the day went. 
When it comes to books, Portland has certainly brought its A 


"EVER THE MULTAN 
VOODOO DOUGHNUT 15 ALSO 

A WEDDING CHAPEL YEP, N 
PORTLAND YOU CAN GET LEGALLY 
MARRIED IN A DOUGHNUT SHOP 

- THO HEAVENO" 


game but spend a few days here and you'll also find it excels 

at science, gaming, street art, cycling and fashion. At the OMSI 
Planetarium | lie back in a comfy chair and watch a laser show 
choreographed to Pink Floyd. Yes, Laser Pink Floyd is a thing, and 
so is Laser Metallica and Laser Bob Marley (smoking pot in the car 
park beforehand is also a 'thing'). Gamers unite over at Ground 
Kontrol, a bar/arcade hybrid frequented by everyone from serious 
gamers to curious visitors. With two floors of classic arcade games 
like Pac-Man, Street Fighter and Buck Hunter, you can indulge in 
craft beers while duking it out in an epic Mortal Kombat battle, 
until you develop an angry, red callous on your thumb and use 
every quarter in your purse. 

A spot of fun that doesn't cost a dime is getting your thrills from 
spotting street names that have inspired the names of characters 
in The Simpsons. Thanks to the creator, Matt Groening, hailing from 
Portland, you'll notice many familiar names on sign posts. From 
Lovejoy Street to Flanders Street and Quimby Street, geeking out 
over street names is totally a thing in Portland. 
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A GOOD VINTAGE 

While vintage shopping is always better in America, in Portland 
it's simply game changing. It's possible to buy everything from 
used Kenny Rogers branded cowboy boots (so that's where 
they've been hiding) to 1960s chiffon prom dresses, cheerleader 
outfits, '80s band tees, plaid shirts (no doubt once worn by a 

cute lumberjack) and worn-in baseball caps all in one place, at 
ridiculously cheap prices. Mississippi Avenue is one of the best 
places to go cool hunting for vintage threads, although there's so 
much variety it's wise to pack light and bring home a brand new/ 
old wardrobe. If you're not convinced that Portland's shopping 
scene is weird enough, simply head to the Freakybuttrue 
Peculiarium to be greeted at the door by zombies, have your 
photo taken with Big Foot and eat an ice-cream sundae 
garnished with insects and worms. With places like this operating, 
Portland is in no danger of losing its weirdness anytime soon. 





Abrand abrandjeans.com 

Acne acnestudios.com 

Adidas adidas.com.au 

‚American Apparel 
store.americanapparel.com.au 
Asos asos.com 

August Street auguststreet.com.au 
Bassike x Petite Grand bassike.com 
Bec & Bridge becandbridge.com.au 
BÓl bul.com.au 

Camilla and Marc camillaandmarc.com 
Converse converse.com.au 

Feit feitdirect.com 

Froth Lennon frothlyf.com 





General Pants Co. generalpants.com.au 
Georgia Alice georgiaalice.com 
Gorman gormanshop.com.au 

Hayley Elsaesser hayleyelsaesser.com 
House of Cards houseofcardsthelabel.com 
Hype DC hypedc.com 

Incu incu.com 

Jenny Kee jennykee.com 

Karen Walker karenwalker.com 

Le Specs lespecs.com.au 

Leonard St. leonardstreet.com.au 

Levi's levis.com.au 

Lonely Hearts lonelylabel.com 

Lonely lonelylabel.com 


Lucy Mcintosh lucymcintosh.co.nz 
Made by Name 
madebynamethelabel.com 

Maison Scotch 
webstore.scotch-soda.com.au 
ManiaMania !hemaniamania.com 
Marimekko marimekko.com 

Marni marni.com 

Minkpink minkpink.com 

Natalie Майе nataliemariejewellery.com 
Neuw Denim neuwdenim.co 

New Balance newbalance.com.au 
Nike nikestore.com.au 

OnceWas oncewas.com.au 

Pared Eyewear pared.com.au 
Penny Sage pennysage.com 
Phoenix Keating phoenixkeating.com 
Pieces of Eight Gallery 
piecesofeight.com.au 

Poms x Dress Up pomspoms.com.au 
Preen by Thornton Bregazzi 
preenbythorntonbregazzi.com 
Rolla's rollas.com.au 

Romance was Born romancewasborn.com 
Sancia sancia.com.au 

Serpent & the Swan 
serpentandtheswan.com 

SIR the Label sirthelabel.com 

Skin and Threads skinandthreads.com 
Sol Sana sol-sana.com 

Soot soof.com.au 

SportMax sportmax.com 

Store Room Vintage 
store-room-vintage.myshopify.com 
Strand Hatters strandhatters.com.au 
Sylvester shop.katesylvester.com 
Topshop topshop.com 

UnkneForm uniform-studios.com 
VOT. votclothing.com 

Yevu yevuclothing.com 

Zara zara.com 

Zimmermann zimmermannwear.com 
Zoe Karssen zoekarssen.com 
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OF /0 LADY LUKS FRIDA 
STUD EARRINGS 





Behold the sweetest, daintest little earrings, Lady LUks' Frida sterling 
silver stud, just for you, dear subscriber. This Australian boutique 3 = 
jewellery brand is inspired by dreamers, free spirits, faraway cultures $49 for 6 issues of YEN 
and the Australian coastal beauty. It makes jewellery that aims FRE 

to whisk you away to other worlds and eras through its romantic 
designs. The Frida sterling silver stud earrings are a classic piece that NEVE $ an issue of YEN 
complement a range of looks and encourage you to mix and match Your chance to WIN! 
and express your individuality. Pair with the matching range or a 
mixture from the Lady LUks ‘Run with the Jewels’ collection. 








а т ESTE 
/ / ladyluks.com.au 1300 361 146 toll free 
Lad а/ы, en +61 2 9901 6111 overseas 





Offer available to Australian and NZ residents. Expires 29/4/15. Overseas airmail: $109 for 6 issues. Savings based on total cover price. includes GST. Subscription will commence 
with next available issue. Competition open to Australian and NZ residents subscribing to Yen for a minimum 12 months. Opens 00.01 AEDT 12/3/15 and closes 23:59 AEST 29/4/15. 
70 lucky subscribers will receive a pair of Lady Lüks 'FRIDA' siver stud . valued at $49 each. Total prize pool is $3,430. The winners will be drawn at the Promoter's premises 
оп 5/5/15. Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery of your fist magazine. and separare delwery ol Me orae (aher 5/5/13), "he Promoter is nextmedia Pty Ltd 207 Pacific Hwy, St 
Leonards, NSW 2065. ABN 84 128 805 970. NSW Permit No. LTPM/14/01394, ACT Permit No. TP 14/04530. Full Terms and Conditions can be found at www.mymagazines.com.au 
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Society heiress turned queen of Euro 
boho, Peggy Guggenheim was the first 
protector of modern art. 


Peggy Guggenheim is known for many things — sex, money and 
her 14 dogs - but as an art collector, her dedication to support 
the art of her own time made her a force to be reckoned with. 
Born in New York in 1898, Marguerite Guggenheim lived a life of 
luxury from a young age; her dollhouse had crystal chandeliers. 
Yet Guggenheim recalls her childhood as “excessively unhappy”. 
Her teenage years weren't easier, when at age 13 she got word 
her father had died on the Titanic. 

At 22, Guggenheim was working in an avant-garde bookshop, 
where she first became enamoured by the modern art world. 
Inspired, she set off to Europe but it wasn't until 1938 that she 





opened her first gallery, the Guggenheim Jeune in London, which 
featured an exhibition of drawings by Jean Cocteau (which were 
confiscated at Croydon airport due to their racy content). In 
search of something grander, she decided to create a modern 
museum for contemporary art. Europe was on the brink of World 
War Il as Guggenheim started to find pieces for the museum; she 
resolved to “buy a picture a day” and found plenty on offer as 
artists panicked as the Nazis descended. In 1942, she fled back to 
New York City and opened the museum, Art of this Century. 

As well as showing work from emerging artists like Mark 
Rothko and Willem de Kooning, Guggenheim championed 
the American expressionist painter Jackson Pollock. Easily her 
most famous patronage, she reflected that over the course of 
her life, discovering Pollock was “by far the most honourable 
achievement.” That's saying a lot considering he once drunkenly 
urinated in her fireplace. 

After five years, Guggenheim closed the museum and moved 
to Venice. She died in 1972 of a stroke, aged 81, leaving her 
art collection of 300 pieces on display in her former home, now 
known as the Peggy Guggenheim Collection. 

Everything Guggenheim did was theatrical, from the way she 
collected art to her relationships and flings, which included the 
likes of Max Ernst, Laurence Vail and Samuel Beckett. When asked 
how many husbands she had, she responded with: “You mean 
mine or other people's?” Looking back at her life, Guggenheim 
recalled: "I always did what | wanted and never cared what 
anyone thought. Women's lib? | was a liberated woman long 
before there was a name for it.” 
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THE FRONT 


THEFRONT.COM.AU 
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PHOTO & FILM STUDIO 
EQUIPMENT & VENUE HIRE 
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by Kevin L. | apple.com/au/worldgallery 


Shot on iPhone 6 





